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The Fifth Annual Re-union of the Society of the Army of the 
Potomac was held at New Haven, Conn., on Wednesday, May 
14th, 1873. 

The weather, fortunately, was everything that could be de- 
sired. The attendance of members of the society was large ; and 
the enthusiasm that has hitherto characterized their Re-unions not 
only remained unabated, but a fullness of feeling was apparent 
in every man and every act, which showed that this enthusiasm 
is becoming intensified with the progress of the years. 

The Re-unions of several of the. corps associations were held at 
the same place, and, approximately, at the same time. This cir- 
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cumstance invested the occasion with a character of great in- 
terest, and contributed largely to the ^clat of the celebration ; the 
meeting of the Ninth Army Corps being particularly remarkable, 
and its banquet being attended by the President of Yale College, 
the Governor of Connecticut, and many distinguished citizens of 
New Haven. 

As the hour set for the formal gathering of the society was 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, comrades took advantage of the 
leisure of the forenoon hours to exchange cordial greetings and 
form in congenial groups to revive the hallowed memories of the 
camp and of the field, and of the honored companionship of their 
dead. Each told again to each varied incidents of battle-life. 
Each in turn drew from the rest the soldier's merry laugh and 
ready compliment, the warm encomium for the brave living, and 
the tender eulogium and blessing of the brave dead. 

At a few minutes of three o'clock the comrades " formed " at 
the New Haven House, and marched to the place o^ rendezvous — 
the Music Hall. Here they found the spacious galleries already 
filled to the farthest limit with eager and interested spectators, 
of whom fully three- fourths were the fair women of New Haven. 
The hall was tastefully and appropriately decorated. The main 
floor having been reserved for the members of the society, the 
stage was provided with accommodations for the officers and 
prominent members of the society, and a few invited guests. 
The hall is estimated to accommodate two thousand persons, and 
it was packed in every part. The most unreserved enthusiasm 
pervaded the scene — the spectators uniformly — the ladies nota- 
bly — participating in honors and applause to the soldiers. Every 
face was bright and glad, and everybody was, or seemed to be, 
happy. 

Soon after the comrades had seated themselves. President 
Grant, accompanied by a few friends, entered the hall. His first 
step upon the floor was the signal of welcoming the representa- 
tive man of the army, in whom all are honored, and the applause 
was continued until the very walls and ceiling seemed to partici- 
pate. The President and party proceeded up the hall towards 
the platform, and, as they went, cheer succeeded cheer. Vice- 
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President Wilson followed shortly after, and again the applause 
rang through the hall with all the old-time vigor, and as the 
corps commanders and prominent army officers entered in rapid 
succession, the cheering came again in great waves as if the end 
would never come. 



THE APPOMATTOX TABLE. 

An interesting feature of the occasion was the fact that the *^ 
table which served the purposes of the presiding officer, was the 
identical table on which the surrender was signed at Appomattox 
Court-House. It is a plain piece of furniture, and bears the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

" On this table was signed the final agreement for the surrender 
of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox C. H., Va., 
at 8.30 P. M., April 10, 1865, by Lt.-General J. Longstreet, Major- 
General J. B. Gordon, and Brigadier-Genl. W. N". Pendleton, C. 
S. A, and Major-General John Gibbon, Bvt. Major-General 
Charles Griffin, and Bvt. Major-General W. Merritt, U. S. A." 

Besides the President and Vice-President of the United States 
and the General and Lieutenant-General of the army, a number of 
other distinguished army officers and a few guests were seated on 
the platform. 

General Burnside, President of the Society of the Army of the 
Potomac, called the meeting to order. 



OPENING ADDRESS BY GENERAL BURNSIDE. 

Comrades : It affi^rds me very great pleasure to open this, the 
Fifth, Annual Re-union of the Society of the Army of the Poto- 
mac. 

We have met here for the purpose of exchanging congratula- 
tions and renewing old army friendships. Our good friends ot 
this beautiful New England city have done everything to make 
our sojourn among them agreeable and pleasant ; and their genial 
hospitality reminds us of the support and encouragement they 
gave us when we were in the field. [Applause,] 



--^/u- 
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Since we last met, our Society has suffered a great loss in the 
death of one of its members, General Meade, a former President 
of the Society, and a most gallant and successful commander of 
the Army of the Potomac. Our hearts were stricken with grief 
by his unexpected death, and in the joyous festivities of this Re- 
union, we will not forget to pay a tribute of respect and reverence 
to the memory of one of our country's most gallant and faithful 
soldiers. 

The pleasure of our Re-union is enhanced by the presence of the 
President of the United Slates, the General and Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral of the army, and many other distinguished officers whom we 
are glad to welcome as comrades. [Applause.] 

For information as to the business affairs of the Society, I beg 
to refer you to the very complete reports which will be presented 
to you by the several officers, to all of whom I tender my thanks 
for their most efficient aid to me in the discharge of my own 
duties. 

I sincerely thank the association for the great honor it did me 
by electing me as its President for the past year, and I desire to 
say to you that my recollections of my association in that connec- 
tion with the Army of the Potomac, will be saddened only by ray 
failure to do all that I could have desired to do. 

I can truly and honestly say, however, that the friendships I 
have formed through my experience with this army, will never be 
forgotten by me. [Applause.] 

I now call upon Chaplain Twitchell to invoke the Divine bless- 
ing. 

PRAYER. 

Chaplain Twitchell then offered prayer, as follows: 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, God over us all, blessed for 
«ver, we thank Thee for the favor which brings us together on 
this occasion. We thank Thee for all the sacred pleasures which 
we enjoy. We thank Thee for the past, with all its stores of 
glorious memories ; and as we rehearse to-day, and live over 
scenes and experiences of former days, may we remember Thy 
goodness and kindness and the infinite care that was extended 
over us. 

We pray Thee, O Lord, that as we recall to-day the incidents 
of war, our hearts may be touched with a full sense of the right- 
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eousness and sacredness of our sacrifices for our national liberties, 
and we pray Thee that from these liberties we may draw an in- 
spiration that may from this hour enable us to act as we should 
act in the battle of life, which will not be ended until alJ our 
hearts are cold. And when our duties upon this earth are con- 
cluded, may we through Thy grace and mercy have an eternal 
re-union in heaven. 

Bless, O God, this meeting. Bless all our absent comrades. 
We pray for the continuance of Thy blessing upon our dear 
country, which Thou hast already blessed so richly. We pray 
Thy blessing for the President of the United States, and for all 
the chiefs of State to whom are committed the conduct of the 
affairs of Thy servants the people. May it please Thee, O Lord, 
to give them wisdom and strength in the performance of their 
duties, that their services may redound to Thy greater glory and 
to our eternal good. Bless all the people of this nation, that 
they may be the better enabled to keep Thy commandments and 
to secure for themselves, when they shall be called hence by 
death, that peace which aboundeth in Thy kingdom. This we 
ask for Christ's sake. Amen. 
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THE ORATION. 



The President : It gives me much pleasure, comrades, to in- 
troduce to you, as I now do, the orator of the day, General 
Charles Devens, Jr., of Boston. 

GENERAL DEVENS 
was received with much enthusiasm. He said : 

Mr. President op the United States, Mr. President, and 
Comrades op the Army op the Potomac : 

When two years ago our distinguished fellow-soldier, Governor 
Fairchild, suggested that it would be well to place upon our 
records by our exercises upon these occasions, as full an account 
as we could gather of the part which our army took in the war of 
the Rebellion, a sugsjestion which was then well carried out by 
himself and afterwards by Gen. Woodford, in the eloquent address 
delivered last year at Cleveland, he also remarked that this 
could hardly be done consecutively, but that there must of 
necessity be intervals in the progress of the narrative. Most un- 
willingly do I break that thread and recognize that one of those 
occasions has come — one theme only seems appropriate for our 
meeting to-day when we remember that of the five commanders 
of that army in front of Washington, which became the Army of 
the Potomac, but four now survive. He that was its leader fronj 
the proud day of Gettysburg, to the yet prouder day when its 
great rival, the Army of Northern Virginia, piled its arms in sad 
and sullen submission, and the sword of its leader was laid in the 
conquering hand of Grant, has passed, since we last met, from the 
ranks of living men. No more shall we see that slender and yet 
not ungraceful figure, that seemed the embodiment of the scholar, 
the soldier, and the gentleman, that of late years has risen so 
cordially responsive to our call, as in the years long passed we 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 Fifth Annual JRe- Union — Society of 

rose to his ; no more recognize that quick and spirited glance, no 
more hear that voice whose tones have summoned us to high 
duties and great enterprises always, and never counselled fear or 
dishonor. His loss has been mourned as a public one throughout 
the Union, especially in the city which was his home, and the 
State whose hilJs shall guard his fame forever; but whatever naay 
be the honors paid to his memory elsewhere, there is no place (the 
sacred circle of home alone excepted) where that memory can be 
held so dear, as among those who have borne with him the weary 
campaigns and the long marches by day and night, alike in 
July's heat and December's cold ; have seen with him the sad 
hours of disaster and defeat, and have known with him the stern 
joy of victory. Honored and respected as a commander brave 
and wise, loved as a comrade considerate and true, if I dedicate 
these fleeting moments to him, however imperfect my tribute may 
be, I feel convinced I shall not want your approval. Nor if I 
speak, as I must, of the great field by which he is especially en- 
deared to his countrymen, shall I speak of it otherwise than as it 
stands to-day upon the verdict of history, now that its record, 
drawn from the Reports of the principal commanders on either 
side, is fully made up, and the victor and vijnquished chieftain 
sleep in the common repose of death. Painfully wounded at 
Chancellorsville a few weeks pre^viously, in its dangers I had no 
part ; to its honor I can lay no claim, except to that which was 
there reflected by you upon every one who could call you com- 
rade, yet even from this I would not willingly part, when I re- 
member, as the glad tidings were flashed towards the north, each 
one of your wounded veterans stood more proudly on his crutch, 
and even the fever- stricken patient in the hospital, as he raised 
himself from his couch and strove with parched lips to join in the 
ringing cheers, murmured, " I too am a soldier of the Army of the 
Potomac. " 

Although born upon foreign soil, yet under the flag of the 
Union and in its citizenship, George Gordon Meade graduated 
at West Point in 1835, and was then brevetted as 2d lieutenant 
of artillery. Resigning in 1836, he passed the intervening years 
until 1842 as an engineer in the Civil Service of the United States, 
when he was again appointed to the army with the rank of 2d lieu- 
tenant of Topographical Engineers, and in the discharge of the 
pursuits and duties of this important Corps, for which he had a 
peculiar aptitude, he remained until the breaking out of the war 
with Mexico. Daring this, he served at first upon the staff* of 
Gen. Taylor, participating in all the hard-fought fights of that 
resolute soldier until his line of approach to the City of Mexico 
was relinquished, when he was transferred to the staff* of Gen. 
Scott, and aided in the conduct of the siege operations against 
Vera Cruz. At its close he resumed with renewed interest the 
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scientific duties of his profession, until he was summoned from 
them in 1861 by the call to arms, when the experiment of firing 
the S'juthern heart by the attack on Fort Sumter was found 
to have been successful — not in that only, but in rousing the 
North to a sense of its danger, and rendering anything like peace- 
ful secession impossible. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the early education of Gen. Meade 
had been in every way calculated to develop his great natural 
powers. Fully acquainted with the scientific branches of his 
profession, and undoubtedly from his tastes most strongly at- 
tracted by them, he had not run the risk of becoming a mere 
soldier of the book, but had seen the great actions and served 
with the great captains of the Mexican war, each of whom pos- 
sessed qualities well worthy of note and study, and from whom 
he may have learned some lessons of that care in preparation, 
that vigor in execution, that calmness in difiiculty which he was 
afterwards to exhibit on a far greater field of warfare. 

Appointed a Brigadier-General of Volunteers in August, 

1861, his military life was with this Army. He served in the 
operations in front of Washington, and through all the conflicts 
of the Peninsular campaign up to the battle of Glendale, in June, 

1862, where he was severely wounded, proving himself every- 
where a zealous and competent ofiicer, as vigorous and brilliant 
in attack as he was calm in endurance when compelled to stand 
on the defensive. Returning to the field in September, 1 862, he 
was assigned to the command of a division with which he served 
through the Maryland campaign, when Lee was driven up 
through the passes of the South Mountain range to the field of 
Antietam, and at Antietam was, after the gallant Hooker fell 
severely wounded, placed in temporary command of his corps. 
After Fredericksburg, in which battle he continued to command the 
same division, and where he succeeded, in breaking the right of 
the enemy's line and threatening formidably his communications 
with Richmond, although forced finally to relinquish his hold for 
lack of support. Gen. Meade was assigned to the Fifth Army 
Corps, he having some time previously been made Major-General 
of Volunteers. In command of this corps, he served at the 
battle of Chancellorsville, and remained with it until June 28, 

1863, when he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
of the Potomac, as that army was moving up through Maryland 
to encounter Lee, an encounter which, as you all know, when it 
took place, resulted in the victory of Gettysburg. 

The causes which led to that bold and remarkable movement on 
the part of the rebel government, the invasion of Pennsylvania in 
1863, have never, so far as I know, been explicitly stated by it. 
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The report of the rebel commander-in-chief clearly indicates that 
when it was written he did not intend to develop them. He says 
therein that the Ai-my of the Potomac lay along the Rappahannock 
in such a position that it could not be attacked to advantage ; that 
by moving northward through the great valley of Virginia, a 
fairer opportunity would be offered to strike ; that the plans of 
the enemy for the summer would be disarranged and time con- 
sumed, and then adds, that " actuated by these and other impor- 
tant considerations that he may hereafter present, he determined 
upon the movement. " These important considerations have never 
been divulged, and so far as Gen. Lee is concerned, now never can 
be, yet they may be reasonably conjectured. Two reasons ex- 
isted which, if it were possible to get a foothold in any Northern 
State, rendered it vital that it should be done ; the Confederate 
diplomatists had been struggling abroad in vain for recognition 
as a government ; they could not hope to obtain this as long as 
the war was confined to the limits of the Southern States, and, 
however formidable in proportions, wore always the aspect of a 
mere local rebellion. Let but their army maintain itself on North- 
ern soil, and Mr. Davis believed that his ambassadors could obtain 
recognition from some foreign States at least, and witli it all the 
advantages of a position in the family of nations. The other was 
the necessity of doing something to sustain the courage of the 
rebel States under a misfortune then impending over them, well 
understood by Davis and Lee, and as yet but little appreciated by 
the mass of their people. The sword of Grant was knocking 
fiercely at the gates of Vieksburg ; at any hour it might burst 
them ; with it Port Hudson must fall, and cutting the Confederacy 
in twain, the Mississippi would be open from the mountains to 
the sea. This was a blow which could neither be warded off nor 
parried ; it must descend, and there was left only the hope of deal- 
ing another in return elsewhere, which should in some degree 
diminish its effect. 

No sooner were the designs of Lee fully unmasked by his 
movement from the Shenandoah into the Cumberland valley, than 
Gen. Hooker, who had fallen back towards Washington in obedi- 
ence to the exigencies of the problem which pressed upon every 
commander of the Army of the Potomac the necessity of cover- 
ing that city, acted with his usual vigor. Crossing the Potomac 
himself to the north side on the 25th of June, on the 27th he 
had concentrated his forces at Frederick. It was on the evening of 
the 28th that Lee, whose cavalry had been cut off from him by 
the rapidity of this action, and who had then pushed Ewell for- 
ward to York and Carlisle, with intent, as he says, to cross the 
Susquehanna, and was himself at Chambersburg with Longstreet 
and Hill, learned at the same time not only that Hooker had 
crossed the Potomac, but was actually at Frederick. " We may 
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search the history of modern campaigns in vain," says Captain 
Chesney, one of the most intelligent of the British writers on our 
war, ^' to find a more striking example of the eftect produced by 
operating on the enemy's communications than that of this move- 
ment of Hookei-'s. The first sound that reached Lee of the advance 
of the Federal columns to the north of the river, caused him to 
suspend all further action tending to draw him further from his 
base." He resolved at once on concentrating his forces on the east 
side of South Mountain and preventing Hooker's further march 
westward, and orders for this purpose were immediately issued. 
Before these facts were known to Lee, which caused him thus to 
desist from any further movement forward, the change had been 
made in the Army of the Potomac which placed Gen. Meade in 
command. Gen. Hooker being relieved at his own request. The im- 
mediate cause of thi? request was the refusal by the War Depart- 
ment to place at his disposal the troops at Harper's Ferry ; and 
without entering into the discussion of this matter here, I may say 
that I think there will be found few to-day to defend a course which, 
when the air was black with the gathering clouds of such a storm 
as that which burst in thunder a lew days later over Gettysburg, 
would have left out of the conflict ten thousand eflScient troops 
under the command of a veteran General (French). 

No tribute to the discipline which prevailed in this army can 
be higher than that which is paid by saying that this change was 
made when every one knew that a battle was impending without 
in any degree affecting its spirits or its energy. The French 
herald who in the same breath announced the death of one king 
and the accession of another by the words '* The king is dead. 
Long live the king," was never received with more unquestion- 
ing loyalty than, in devotion to the cause it served, and not in in- 
difference to its leaders, this army received each announce- 
ment of a chai.ge in commanders. Faithful and devoted to those 
who had preceded, it prepared to render the same obedience to 
him who now, in the very imminence of a mortal struggle, found 
its heavy cares and responsibilities thrown upon him. The* situa- 
tion was one indeed which might give the most audacious anxiety ; 
for the loss of a great battle then might endanger all for which 
we had been struggling ; and yet a great battle must be fought to 
relieve the Northern States from the invasion which at this moment 
seemed to threaten most directly the splendid city of Philadel- 
phia. If Meade could secure the immense tactical advantage of 
compelling the enemy to attack him that might be rendered certain, 
which without it would be doubtful. It was his opinion that the 
infantry of Lee must surpass his own by about ten thousand men, 
supposing each could bring on to the field substantially his whole 
army. If any lesson had, however, been fully taught already, it 
was that in a country like our own, with the rough field-works 
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that troops may throw up, the improvements in artillery and mus- 
ketry are so much for the advantage of the party who stands on 
the defensive, that in such a position a force decidedly weaker 
may with confidence receive the assault of another. Cool as he 
was brave, he resolved that this advantage should be secured by 
compelling his opponent to attack him if possible. 

Accepting his position, in an order issued early on the morning 
of the 28th, he nobly summons his troops to their duties. Nor do 
I like it the less because it is distinctly marked with the manly, 
healthful, religious feeling which was an essential element in his 
character. *' The country," he says, " looks to this army to relieve 
it from the devastation and disgrace of a hostile invasion. What- 
ever fatigues and sacrifices we may be called upon to undergo, let 
us have in view constantly the magnitude of the interests involved, 
and let each determine to do his duty, leaving to an all-controlling 
Providence the decision of the contest." 

From the nature of the case, as Gen. Meade states, no precise 
plan had probably been formed by Gen. Hooker, or could be by 
himself, other than to be governed by the exigencies of the situa- 
tion. Already the army was in a position which threatened Lee 
formidably, but the information of any hour might make a 
change of movements necessary to bring about that which he 
desired. The 28th was spent in getting together the information 
as to his own army, its various forces and their positions, which 
was essential to him, as well as in ascertaining all that was then 
known at the headquarters as to the enemy, and on the 29th, 
instead of continuing to move westward, which was, perhaps, 
the apprehension of Lee — fearful always as to his communications — 
he commenced to move northward to compel him to loose his hold 
on the Susquehanna. From this river, unknown to him, Lee was 
already drawing back, moving on the 29th and on the 30th in a 
manner which would enable him to concentrate his forces upon 
Pipe creek, a position about fifteen miles south of Gettysburg, 
whicfi seemed likely to afford a good line both for the purpose of 
preventing the crossing of the Susquehanna and of covering 
Washington and Baltimore. No means were neglected in endeav- 
oring to ascertain the exact whereabouts of the enemy, and also 
the places where it would be suitable to offer him battle. Gen. 
Humphreys was instructed on the arrival of his division at 
Emmetsburg to report whether the ground there was favorable, 
the position itself being clearly an important one. On the 30th 
Meade was informed by Buford, who covered with his cavalry the 
left of our army, of the presence of the enemy near Gettysburg, 
whither Reynolds with the First and Eleventh Corps had already 
been ordered to proceed. While the orders of the 30th thus directed 
Reynolds, those to the other corps contemplate evidently taking 
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up the position of Pipe creek, in doing which they would be 
shielded and masked by Reynolds on their left front. Reynolds 
was also instructed, as Gen. Humphreys states in his beautiful 
address on Gen. Meade lately delivered at Philadelphia, to report 
whether Gettysburg itself afforded ground suitable for a battle. 
All the orders indicate that every movement is liable to be 
changed by the development of events, and, showing the skill 
which Meade possessed as a tactician on a large scale, demonstrate 
his ability to handle an army in a series of manoeuvres of the 
highest importance. He is fully entitled to the praise bestowed 
on him by Swinton, the able critic of the operations of the Army 
of the Potomac, who says that, in "spite of the malicious detrac- 
tion of his adversaries, who have endeavored to make it appear 
that he shrunk from the issue of arms at Gettysburg, it was in 
reality the moral firmness of Gen. Meade that determined the 
combat in the form in which it actually occurred." 

On the morning of the 1st of July the first encounter took place, 
and although to the north and west of Gettysburg, it is still 
to be considered a part and an essential part of the battle. It 
was a day beginning successfully, but, so far as the loss of troops 
was concerned, ending seriously ; and yet a conflict of inestimable 
value to us, for although forced from the ground we at first 
occupied, at its close we held the position to the south of Gettys- 
burg on the crest to be thenceforth forever renowned in the 
American annals. 

Hill's corps had moved from Chambersburg through Cashtown, 
and on that morning was encountered by Buford upon that road 
which is to the west from Gettysburg, beyond the Seminary 
Ridge, which on the next day became the most important part 
of the enemy's line. Meeting them at about nine o'clock in the 
morning, he held them most gallantly in check until the arrival 
of. Reynolds with Wadsworth's division, who immediately pre- 
pared to engage, sending back for the rest of his corps and the 
Eleventh to hurry forward. To sustain Buford was undoubtedly his 
most pressing reason at the moment, as the delay of the enemy 
was important, that Meade might be aided in the concentration of 
his forces ; but with the knowledge he had of the anxiety of the 
Commanding General, who was then ignorant of the peculiar facili- 
ties afforded by the ground at Gettysburg, it is not likely that he 
passed over the Emmetsburg road without taking in all the ad- 
vantages to be obtained by the possession of the rugged crest, or 
anticipating that, if forced back, he could cling to it until he was 
sustained by the whole Army. Arranging his troops, forming 
his lines with his customary rapidity and energy, he advances at 
once on the force opposed to him, which already largely outnum- 
bered his own ; but hardly was the movement commenced when 
2 
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he fell, mortally wounded. Brave men were to fall by thousands 
on that terrible field, yet the loss of no one could be more seriously 
felt and more deeply deplored. Not the men of the First Corps 
only, whom he had long led, but the whole Army knew him as a 
soldier in whose bravery and skill the most implicit confidence 
might be placed. The senior of Meade in militaiy rank, no jealous 
thought at his promotion to the command of the Army ever 
entered that loyal heart. Modest and simple in manners, without 
trace of affectation or boasting, reliable as steel, a true soldier, 
he died a soldier's death, grandly contributing to the triumph he 
was never to share. Yet where could man meet better the inevi- 
table hour than in defense of his native State, his life-blood min- 
gling with the soil on which he first drew breath ? Lon^ mav the 
statue which the love and honor of his comrades of the First Corps 
has reared to him on the field, stand in glorious though mute 
resemblance to him as he stood that day watching with eager 
gaze and dauntless heart the advance of the coming foe ! 

His troops did not lose the impulse he had given them even 
at his fall ; gallantly holding the enemy at bay, many prisoners 
were taken, and for an hour or two all went well. Substantially 
the remainder of the First Corps arrived and two divisions of the 
Eleventh, with General Howard, who took command on the field ; 
but soon the advance of EwelFs troops, who now approached 
from the North on their way from Carlisle and York to Lee's pro- 
posed concentration at Gettysburg, seemed to render necessary 
an extension of our line round to the north of the town, by 
which it was weakened seriously and outnumbered at all points, 
the day was fairly turned against us, and Howard was forced 
back through the town to the heights, where the battle was finally 
fought. Nor could he effect his withdrawal, except at the ex- 
pense of a heavy loss in prisoners, which fell more severely on the 
Eleventh Corps, that had been exposed to the assaults of the columns 
coming from the north. Although the number of divisions en- 
gaged was about equal, it must be observed that at this time each 
division and corps of the enemy was more than double the size 
of one of ours. Luckily, or rather prudently, Howard had 
left in position on Cemetery Hill, as he advanced, one of his 
own divisions (Von Steinwehr's), which had not been engaged, 
and aided by Gen. Hancock, who had now arrived with an 
order from Meade to take command on the field, but without 
troops, the confusion of the withdrawal was subdued, and the men, 
undiscouraged by the reverse, prepared to receive the assault of the 
enemy and maintain their position until after nightfall. A dem- 
onstration was in fact made, but not with the usual vigor of 
the enemy, and was without difficulty repulsed. To Meade, 
Hancock immediately sent word that the ground was favorable and 
that it could be held until after nightfall. The Twelfth Corps, in 
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response to the summons of Gen. Howard sent earlier in the day, 
had now reached the field, one brigade of the First, which had been 
delayed, and two of the Third arriving soon after, and Gen. Han- 
cock, surrendering the command to. Gen. Slocum, reported in 
person to Gen. Meade, who he found had already issued orders 
to all his Army to move as rapidly as possible on Gettysburg, 
and was himself preparing to go thither at once, and waiting only 
to hear from the Sixth Corps, which could not reach there until 
after the middle of the next day, as it was more than thirty miles 
away. That summer night witnessed a scene in Pennsylvania 
such as I trust its hills may never behold again, as the whole 
Army, the artillery by every road, and the infantry by every path, 
were moving to the conflict ; but early in the day everything was 
ready except the Sixth Corps, and for it they were strong 
enough to wait. The guns were in position, and some slight breast- 
works of earth and rails had been hastily thrown up. Meade him- 
self had reached the ground soon after midnight, and directed the 
arrangement of his troops ; and that his tactical dispositions for 
the coming battle were of as excellent an order as his materials 
allowed, has not been, that I am aware of, questioned by any 
one. One of his directions soon after arriving was, that proper 
examination should be made of air the roads leading from Gettys- 
burg. This order, which proceeded only from the caution of a 
prudent commander desirous to be prepared for every event, 
however unfortunate, was the occasion afterwards of a charge 
against him that he intended to withdraw without fighting — a 
charge that he always felt to be cruelly unjust. In his testimony 
before the Committee on the conduct of the war, he emphati- 
cally denied it in terms of such solemnity th^it now, when he 
stands before the tribunal to which he then appealed, it is but 
right that it should be repeated here. ** I utterly deny," said he, 
" under the full solemnity and sanctity of my oath, and in the 
firm conviction that the day will come when the secrets of all 
hearts shall be made known — I utterly deny ever having in- 
tended or thought for one instant to withdraw that Army, unless 
the military contingencies which the futui-e should develop during 
the course of the day, might render it a matter of necessity that 
it should be withdrawn.'* 

The morning of the 2d of July wore away without anything 
decisive, our own Army on the crest which stretched from Gulp's 
Hill on our right along Cemetery Hill and Ridge to Round Top, 
while the enemy with Longstreet and Hill's corps occupied 
Seminary Hill, a ridge about a mile distant, overlapping our left, 
and extended round to our right with Ewell's Corps. Early in 
the afternoon stout John Sedgwick and the Sixth Corps were up 
after their long march of thirty- five miles, and the Federal Army 
stood ready to receive the blow which the Array of Northern 
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Virginia must deliver or lose its boasted prestige and acknowl- 
edge the invasion a failure. Whether it was wise in Lee to 
make the attack has been doubted, but he himself felt that it was 
forced upon him, and says jn his report, "that while he had not 
intended to fight a general battle so far from his base unless 
attacked, yet finding himself unexpectedly confronted by the 
Federal army, the battle was in some measure unavoidable by 
him." 

The exact numbers engaged remain to-day in dispute, yet they 
were undoubtedly as nearly even as can ever be expected to be 
found in a conflict of such magnitude. That theirs exceeded 
ours seems to be the more general estimate, and by about ten 
thousand, although I observe that Gen. Humphreys, in the ad- 
dress to which I have referred, places their infantry as exceeding 
ours by fifteen thousand. 

It was three or four o'clock when the comparative silence of 
the earlier part of the day was broken by the attack upon our 
left, which was held by the Third Corps under Gen. Sickles. In- 
stead of extending directly from the left of the Second Corps, which 
was our left centre, to Round Top, he had thrown his line for- 
ward to obtain a position which he deemed more commanding 
on the Emmetsburg road. While a severe assault was made 
upon his left and the angle where his line receded towards Round 
Top, a flanking force was dispatched to carry Little Round Top, 
which the rebel commander rightly judged to be the key of the 
whole position. Before it reached it, however, reinforcements 
had already arrived from the Fifth Corps, and the struggle for its 
possession became at once most furious; nowhere during the en- 
gagement was more determination shown. Each regiment as it 
came up realized that the point was vital, and that to lose it was 
to lose the battle, and fought accordingly. Fiercely striven for, 
manfully held, nightfall saw it and the whole crest from it to 
Gulp's Hill in our possession. The Third Corps had indeed been 
forced from its more advanced position on the Emmetsburg road, 
for after a stubborn resistance, m which Gen. Sickles was severely 
wounded, and a heavy loss in oflScers and men, it had fallen back 
on the line from Hancock's left to Round Top, which Gen. 
Meade considered always the true line. 

The most anxious hours of the whole battle were those in 
which the possession of Round Top and the line on the Emmets- 
burg road were thus fiercely debated. In this conflict the Third 
Corps was assisted by reinforcements from nearly every other, 
and the day was at last brilliantly closed by a charge from Gen. 
Crawford's division, supported by^the advance of the Sixth Corps, 
which drove the enemy from too close proximity to Round Top. 
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On our right an advantage had been gained by Ewell, who had 
secured a position within onr lines, weakened as they had been by 
reinforcements sent to the left of the line ; but of this it was clear 
to Gen. Meade that he could be dispossessed in the morning. 

Night descended at last, and each army, auA'ious but deter- 
mined, waited for the coming day which must decide the all- , 
important issue. For Lee to desist in his attack now was to 
confess defeat, while yet, as he says, he believed " ultimate success 
might be secured," and although he knew well that the position 
from which the Third Corps had been forced was an advantage 
rather apparent than real, he knew also that it had inspirited 
his troops to a belief that the work before them was not beyond 
their powers. On the other hand, in our Army, while all felt that 
the hour for exultation had not come, everything seemed to indi- 
cate, in spite of the loss of the position on the Emmetsburg road, 
that the true line of defense was untouched, and that the same 
determination on the day which was to come as on that which was 
passed would insure the victory. To the rule that councils of 
war never fight, which has become a proverb, the council of war 
held this night is an exception, for it was then agreed to be the 
only thing to be done. 

Unwilling to abandon the scheme of an invasion, and confiding 
in the spirit of his troops, Lee decided again to try the fortunes of 
an attack. While not materially changing his j)osition, which, as 
before, swept round from Seminary Hill, relinquishing any attempt 
to carry Eound Top, now securely held and strongly fortified, his 
plan was an assault by main force upon our left centre, which 
should crush all before it. Nor was this unexpected by Meade, 
who, in a conversation with Gibbon on the evening of July 2d, 
had predicted that after his ill success upon our flanks, the next 
movement of Lee would be to strike at our centre. Any project 
of a movement in force upon our right was abandoned, if enter- 
tained. The driving out of EwelFs force in the morning from the 
more forward position it had held the evening before had deprived 
him of his foothold there, which could not again be obtained. 
This had not been done, however, until Lee's dispositions were 
nearly completed, as Ewell had reinforced the division which had 
effected an entrance within our lines on Gulp's Hill, and their 
determined resistance had delayed a termination of the struggle 
until nearly noon. 

It wa^ one o'clock on the 3d of July when all was ready with- 
in the Confederate lines for that celebrated assault which ranks 
among the most remarkable in history, alike for the fierceness 
with which it was made, and the resolution and persistency with 
which it was met and foiled. It has been compared to the charge 
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of the Old Guard at Waterloo, but not, I think, very happily, for 
that was but a desperate effort to save a battle ah-eady lost ; it 
far more nearly resembles the renowned charge at Wag^ram, di- 
rected by Napoleon himself, then in the zenith of his fame and 
the full splendor of his great military intellect. Aspern and Ess- 
ling had been doubtful, or indeed defeats for the Emperor, and 
the fate of the day at Wagram was trembling in the scale when, 
concentrating the fire of one hundred guns upon the Austrian 
centre, after a furious cannonade he launched McDonald with ten 
thousand men upon it. It was observed that, although the empire 
had long since come, as if to inflame his men with all the fire 
of the French Revolution, McDonald, who led the column in per- 
son, wore that day his old uniform of a General of the Republic. 
Bursting upon the Austrian centre, it was broken, and instant re- 
treat followed. 

This day was to see repeated that favorite movement of Na- 
poleon, of striking at the centre, on a more gigantic scale, yet not 
with like success. As the wave which beats upon the rocky 
barriers of our coast is dashed back in clouds of scattering dis- 
solving spray, so this fierce and bloody wave of rebellion was 
to be hurled back, broken, scattered, and in wild disorder, when 
it struck the adamantine wall of the infantry of the Army of the 
Potomac. 

Concentrating an immense mass of artillery, not less than one 
hundred and fifty guns along his front, the Confederate com- 
mander strives first to shake the morale of the Federal troops, 
whose firmness and courage he clearly does not despise, in order 
that his infantry columns may more readily do the decisive work 
he has in store for them. From eighty guns posted upon Ceme- 
tery Hill and Ridge our batteries make stern reply, and an artil- 
lery conflict of unexampled fury rages from ridge to ridge, and 
over the valley of death which lies between. Sheltering them- 
selves as well they can by such rude breastworks as they have 
from the terrific storm of shot and shell which fills the air, and 
with its tumult could wake the very dead, among whom their lines 
are drawn, were they sensible to mortal sounds, our troops await 
the struggle that is coming — ^for the mighty roar is but the pre- 
lude and overture to a mightier drama. For two hours the 
tempest continues. Toward the end Hunt, our prudent chief of 
artillery, slackens his fire that ammunition may not fail. When the 
infantry attempt to close he knows he shall need it all, and his 
wisdom is well rewarded. Hancock, who commands the left cen- 
tre, his own corps being immediately under Gibbon, knows that 
somewhere on him the storm is to break, and rides along his whole 
line seeing that all is prepared, and rousing his men by bis ardent 
words and magnetic presence to the hot work that is before 
them. 
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And now tbere is a momentary lull in the fire of the Confeder- 
ate line ; all know it as the lull which precedes the wildest roar of 
the tempest, and that for a few moments their batteries cannot 
fire, because their infantry are moving. Out of the wooded crest 
which has shielded them on Seminary Hill they are coming now 
in numbers nearly or quite eighteen thousand men ; from the edge 
of the wood Longstreet directs the assault, and Lee anxiously 
watches the result. Pickett's division, about five or six thousand 
strong, is the directing force. Upon the right it is supported by 
Wilson and Perry's brigades from Hill's corps. Upon the left, 
Heth's division of Hill's corps, commanded this day by Pettigrew, 
forms a portion of the assaulting lines, and is strengthened by 
two brigades from Pender's division of the same corps. On Pick- 
ett's, however, the greatest reliance is placed — lot him but reach 
our lines with adequate momentum, and they feel that the day is 
theirs. The men of this division have not yet fought in the battle, 
and feel that they have been kept for its very crisis. They are 
resolved upon their work, for they know that the eyes of both 
armies are upon them. Virginians all ! Alas, that the State so 
honored in the Union as to be termed the mother of its Presi- 
dents, should send forth so gallant a body of her sons in the mad 
and wicked effort to destroy it ! Conspicuous in the front, as they 
move forward, is Pickett himself, carefully forming his lines, and 
almost immediately they come under the fire of our batteries ; but 
steadily they move through the valley, with a courage which in a 
good cause would command the admiration of the world. There 
is no rushing or tumult, for they are old troops, who know well 
the value of discipline, and that they must keep their formations, 
or they will be driven, as a mob would be driven, from the front 
of the Army of the Potomac. They close up their ranks, too, as 
the shot and spherical case come plunging through, for they have 
often looked before upon the sight of blood. The lines of Petti- 
grew, more exposed by the open character of the ground, waver 
soon under the terrific cannonade (for Hunt, economical a little 
while ago, is liberal enough everywhere now), and are broken on 
the left, while the right still clings firmly to the directing force ; 
the supporting columns fail to advance in season or with vigor, and 
Pickett's division must do the work finally almost alone, if it may. 
Already it is within the musketry fire of our troops, but yet they 
withhold it. Many of our guns are now drawn back, having ex- 
hausted their canister, to await the struggle of the infantry, but still 
the Bto.ut Army lets its opponents come. The Vermont brigade, 
First Corps, thrown forward upon their flank, is the first to open, but 
the column still presses on. It encounters now the Second Corps, 
and as it receives a terrific fire from the divisions of Gibbon and 
Hays, it returns it with desperate energy, and rushing fiercely on- 
wards, strikes with its fullest force upon the front of Webb's brig- 
ade, pressing back our line from the stone wall which had covered it 
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to the crest immediately behind, when the gallant Webb, assisted 
by Hall, soon restores order. Already their battle-flags are on the 
low stone wall ; already Armistead, who leads, as he stands upon it, 
waves his men forward to their last great struggle. The hour for the 
Army of the Potomac has come. Up, now, men of New England, 
and show yourselves in the field the same stout defenders of the 
Constitution and the Union that your statesmen have ever done in 
the forum ! Up, men of the Middle States, upon whose soil this un- 
holy attempt to strike at the key-stone of the arch is made ! Up, 
men of the West, whose fortunes have so long been cast in with 
this Eastern army, that you may bear back beyond the mountains 
the tidings of the great victory won to-day on the Atlantic slope ! 
Up, true men of the South, few though you are in numbers, who 
fight in our ranks to-day ! There is no need for any one to echo 
the order of the Duke at Waterloo, to call or to command, for now 
the left centre, as by a common instinct and impulse, throws itself 
upon the foe. The point penetrated by the enemy is covered by 
some regiments, while others change front, so as to strike them on 
the flank. There is confusion ; organization is to some extent lost 
in both brigades and regiments, but all understand what is to be 
done, and are resolute to do it. It is the stern confusion of the 
onset, and not the wretched tumult of disaster. As the long wave 
of fire bursts upon their charging lines, the colors of our regiments 
are advanced to meet the battle-flags of the foe. Firmly on our 
men come, officers animating by their example whom they cannot 
direct by their commands, for we stand no longer on the defen- 
sive, but take the offensive now. Before that determined front 
and desolating fire what brave, but eriing, misguided men could 
do, their men did. Killed or mortally wounded, their brigadiers 
fall, their lines waver, yield, break at last, and while a few wild, 
disorganized masses struggle to reach the Confederate lines, from 
which they had issued so proudly an hour before, the Army of the 
Potomac gathers up the prisoners by thousands, and their battle- 
flags in sheaves, and knows that Gettysburg is won. 

General Meade, who was at the right getting the reserves in 
order when the assault commenced, reached the left centre just 
as the repulse was fairly completed, and speaking to General Gib- 
bon's aide, asked " How is it going here ? '^ He was told that the 
assault was repulsed. He repeated " Is it entirely repulsed ? " and 
when the aide replied that it was, and all around broke into loud 
cheers, he raised his hat with the simple words "Thank. God!" 
Nor with him was this the mere repetition of a phrase of custom, 
but an expression of deep and heartfelt feeling. Although thou- 
sands in a grateful country attested by solemn thanksgiving their 
gratitude ior this great triumph, worthy to be ranked with what 
Oliver Cromwell called the battle of Worcester, " the crowning 
mercy of the Lord," I question if from one it came with more 
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deep emotion than from tbe lips of the commander-in-chief on the 
field itself. *^ A soldier," says the corporal in Sterne's fine story 
of Le Fevre, '* a soldier, an't please your reverence, must say his 
prayers when and where he can." 

It has been contended that we should now have attacked in 
our turn ; but such a movement if unsuccessful might, of course, 
become seriously compromising, and it was not in the character 
of General Meade to put at risk that which he had already gained 
when it was of such vast value and importance. The battle had 
been fought for the key of the country in which he stood, and 
fought out thoroughly. It was his beyond doubt or peradventure ; 
no earthly power could wrest it from him; the invasion was at an 
end, and Lee would be compelled to abandon the territory into 
which he had entered. Nor must it be forgotten that while the 
losses of the enemy were greater far, ours were yet enormous, for, 
tested in the merest material way, Gettysburg is one of the great 
battles of the world. The Confederate loss was 18,000 killed and 
wounded and 13,600 missing, nearly the whole of the latter being 
prisoners of war, making a total of 31,600. Our own was 16,500 
Killed and wounded and 6,600 missing, the latter to a large extent 
the prisoners of the first day, making a total loss of 23,100. 

It was the 5th of July when Lee commenced his retreat, and 
as he reached the Potomac, which he had crossed in such high 
hope, he learned by a message from Davis that the blow upon 
Vicksburg, of which he had hoped to break the weight, had fallen, 
and that the Mississippi was open to the sea. Whether or not he 
could have been attacked to advantage before he crossed is yet 
an open question which I shall not undertake here to discuss. 

I would not willingly do injustice to the other great fields of 
the war and their splendid results, and yet it has always seemed 
to me that Gettysburg marks the culminating point of the rebel- 
lion, and that the blow struck that day for the Union, accompa- 
nied as it was by the fall of Vicksburg, turned forever its bloody 
tide. Large, varied, and constant as were the services rendered 
by General Meade before that day and after it to the very end of 
the war, it is by his judgment in so maneuvering his army as to 
compel the Confederate commander to take the initiative, by his 
energy in bringing his troops to this decisive field, by his skill in 
posting his force and arranging his order of battle ; oy his calm- 
ness, courage, and persistency in all its vicissitudes that he will 
ever be most gratefully remembered. His fame is built upon the 
rocks and is immovable as the hills of Gettysburg. Great 
fields were yet to be fought, great sacrifices endured, great victo- 
ries won. The leader, wise of head and stout of heart, who should 
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gather the springs which moved all our armies into a single hand 
and control them with a single will, was yet to come, before the 
long-tried Army of the Potomac shoald see all that it fought for 
fully secured. Tet although all this was still to be, and although 
the waves of the rebellion were to come again and yet again, never 
was its bloody crest to be reared so high as at Gettysburg. 

To do justice to all the valor and heroism of that day, and all 
its momentous consequences, is a task bejrond the reach of lan- 
guage, and yet, so far as words may do it, it has been already 
done. The monuments which the intellect can rear out-last any 
that hands can raise. The column' which the States of Greece 
reared to the dead at ThermopylaB crumbled to the dust hundreds 
of years ago, but the noble ode by which Simonides commemorat- 
ed them, is taught to-day in the schools of this University, 
beneath the budding branches of whose elms we stand in a world 
undreamed of then. Athens is a ruin ; conqueror after conqueror 
has pressed his rude heel upon her, but the noble oration by 
whicn Pericles celebrated the Athenian dead is fresh in immortal 
youth. And as long as the Union shall stand will the simple 
majestic memorial by which, with words fresh from his true and 
honest heart, Abraham Lincoln commemorated the great deed 
done that day be remembered, and *' government of the people by 
the people and for the people shall not perish from the earth." 

Already my brief hour draws to its close. You know well that 
within its limits it would be vain for me to attempt to write the 
history of the subsequent operations of the Army of the Potomac ; 
yet to do all this would be necessary to do full justice to our 
late Commanding-General. Let me sum them briefly up by say- 
ing that the operations of the remainder of the year of which I 
have been speaking, though important, were indecisive, both this 
army and that of Northern Virginia being reduced by heavy drafts 
made upon them to reinforce the movements now taking place 
in the West. 



The succeeding spring witnessed the great change by which 
our armies came under one head by the appointment of G^n. Grant 
as Lieut.-General, who was to command all our armies in the field, 
and not from the Bureau (of which latter style of commanding we 
had had perhaps enough), and to whose splendid exertions and 
unflinching determination we owed, under God, our final triumph. 
Recognizing fully that the pinch of the contest was between this 
Army and that with which Lee had so long held the rebel capital, 
and that other operations, however important, were secondary 
and subsidiary only, the proper place to direct the movements of 
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all seemed to him to be from this, and his headquarters were 
fixed near those of our Commanding-General. The near presence 
of an officer of higher rank with him undoubtedly rendered Gen. 
Meade's position one of some delicacy, yet it cost him no diffi- 
culty to meet all its exigencies — while the responsibility for the 
great movements to be made rested with the Lieut-General, their 
tactical execution so far as this Army was concerned devolved 
upon him, and the immediate command was always his : and I 
hazard nothing in saying in this presence that his duties were so 
executed as to obtain from Gen. Grant a respect and esteem which 
continued to the day of his death. In the long series of battles 
which now commenced, Gen. Meade's splendid abilities as a 
tactician, his firmness and judgment, his devotion to his troops, 
were everywhere conspicuous. At the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, 
Cold Harbor, " lavish of their dead," and in every conflict up to 
the last, when, though the malarial fever that raged within his 
veins did not permit him to sit his horse, he still directed the 
Army of the Potomac in its stern pressure upon the encom- 
passed and beleagured Lee. To the great and high idea of duty 
which he expressed in taking command of the Army, he was 
faithful to the close of its existence, and the succeeding year, 
which witnessed his command in the Southern States, attests that 
the moderation and firmness, the humanity and love of justice, 
which were essential attributes of his character, make his civil life 
as honorable as his military career was splendid. 

Comrades, the Army which he commanded so long has passed 
away : no more shall its bugles break the sweet stillness of the 
morning air, as with their reveille they salute the coming day : 
no more shall the falling night hear the rolling tattoo of its 
drums : its tents are struck, and its cannon have thundered their 
last notes of defiance and of victory. Each year we, who are its 
survivors, assemble in sadly diminishing numbers, as the remorse- 
less artillery of time hurls its fatal missiles into our ranks, until 
shortly a few old men only shall gather together and strive with 
feeble voices to raise the thundering battle cheer with which we 
once answered the rebel yells, to sink themselves soon after under 
the common lot. How fast the coming generations rise to push 
us from our places, when you remember all whom we have lost 
even since the war, I do not need to remind yoQ. Yet, as gen- 
eration after generation shall come in their long succession, while 
the great flag that it bore at the head of its marching columns 
waves over a free and united people, it will be remembered that 
in its day and generation, and in its time and place, the Army of 
the Potomac did for Liberty and Law, for the Constitution and 
the Union deeds worthy of immortal honor. And he that was 
its leader on so many a hot and bloody day, and on so many a 
well-contested field, we leave him to his long repose, to his pure, 
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unsullied, and well-earned fame, in the full confidence that while a 
Christian gentleman, a wise and true soldier, a lofty patriot is 
honored, he will not be forgotten. 

" Mild In maimer, fliir in favor, 
Kind in temper, fierce in fight; 
Warrior nobler, gentler, braver, 
Never will behold the light. " 
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The President : I now have the honor to introduce to you 
General Charles C. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island, who will read 
you a poem which he has done us the honor of writing for this 
occasion. [Applause.] 

GENERAL VAN ZANDT 

then came forward and entered at once, and without preface, upon 
the reading of the poem, which is given below. Throughout 
the reading, he was frequently interrupted by applause, cheers, 
and laughter. 

Do you Bee it there, my comrades, 

Where the beckoning shadows fall, 
And countermarch like sentinels 

By yonder frescoed wall? 
Do you see it crowned with glory 

As beside me now it stands. 
The light of heaven upon its face, 

And laurels in its hands ? 
Its eyes are stars of tender light, 

Its robe a silvery glow ; 
Its great white wings are tinged with blood 

Like sunset on the snow ; 
While flowers spring beneath its tread, 

And sweetly bud and blow. 
I heard the rattling drum-beat's roll, 

The trumpet's silvery blare, 
The soldier's steady ringing tramp, 

But not its wings of air ; 
I hail thee, ghostly visitant. 

From the celestial line — 
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How did'st Ihou pass the sentinel, 

And what's the countersign ? 
It doth not move its sculptured lips, 

No life-blood flames it8 cheeks, — 
Majestic Spirit I who art thou ? 

It points to heaven, and speaks : 
" I am the Angel of Potomac's Host, 
On the celestial battlements, my post ; 
All throujrh the war I watched this army fight, 
A pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. 
Hadiant to-day with happiness you stand 
And reunite in this united land ; 
All, all are here, the living and the dead. 
The air is filled with shadows, and your tread 
Is echoed by the marching overhead ; 
The pauses of the music patriot's love 
Are filled with sweeter music from above ; 
Your battle-flags are floating, but on high 
Blaze their broad banners in the sunset sky. 
For Freedom's warriors never sleep or die. 
Army of the Potomac 1 I will be 
Your Guardian Angel while the land is free." 

« * * « 

If Corporal Trim were here to-day, 
Who fought in the Army all the way 
From where, in Baltimore's narrow street 
They trampled the May flowers under feet, 
Till, just as the Petersburg outworks fell, 
He was wounded and maimed by a bursting shell ; 
Too honest to steal, and too proud to beg, 
He whittled himself a wooden leg. 
And laughed as he said in his jovial talk, 
" My patriot spirit knows no cork. 
For timber of that sort is veiy high ; 
'Tis part of the rafter of the sky. 
The limbs of the tree of Liberty." 
If Corporal Trim were here, I'd call 
His name right out in this crowded hall ; 
Then he'd stump along to this splendid stage 
(Sixty and five is about his age), 
With his great mustache like a patch of snow 
On the wilderness pines, when the north winds blow. 
Six feet tall and an inch beside. 
Straight as a flag-stafi^, and strong as the tide 
That used to hurry the ice away, 
Down the Potomac to Chesapeake Bay. 
Brave and honest, and kind and true, 
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Just as yonder clear skj is blue, 

LackinfjT only a star or two— 

If he only had been a man of note 

The stars would have blazed on his old blue coat ; 

But he's been promoted, and gone on high 

To the stars and blue in yonder sky. 

If Corporal Trim were here, I'd speak 

Of the sabre scar on his sunburnt cheek. 

And the bayonet's thrust that only missed 

The jugular vein, where the hot blood hissed ; 

He would stand as straight as on dress parade. 

As brave as a lion, and blush like a maid 

When the tender vows of love she hears, 

As you gave him a volley of ringing cheers. 

I'd tell you of all the sights he saw, 

This laurelled Poem of the War, 

His life in camp, and field and huts, 

Each fight illustrated with cats ; 

For a soldier himself is an epic grand, 

Fighting the battles of Fatherland. 

And you each have pictures great and small 

Hung in the sunset of memory's hall, 

Radiant and hallowed with the rays. 

The mellow light of other days, 

Of battles fought and victories won, 

Of comrades falling one by one, 

Of icy days and frozen nights, 

Of camp-fires' blazing flickering lights. 

Of bitter tears and yells of pain, 

Of trampled gory fields of grain ; 

Of cannon booming hoarse and loud. 

Of dead men, never a shrift or shroud ; 

Of prison dens, where fevers' breath 

Waved its red ensign over death ; 

Of dire defeat, of victory's shout, 

The dusty march, the attack, the rout ; 

The great gold stars that trembled overhead. 

Silvering the ashy faces of the dead ! 

What poet's song can sing ; what artist paint ? 

Silent the one, the other dim and faint. 

When history writes her record, true and grand, 

Her story of the freedom of the land ; 

When fair-haired Poesy, encrowned with fiowers, 

Chants her great epic of the by-gone hours, 

And in melodious measures sweet will tell, 

How for our country's life her children fell, 

Potomac's Army to a deathless age. 
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Must then illuminate the title-page ; 
Adorn the poem like the light they pa^nt 
Around the shadowy picture of a saint. 
Each jewel in your memories then will be 
Set in the diadem of Liberty. 



It was sunset in October, 

And the sky was all ablaze 
With the gorgeous crimson glory 

Of the regal Autumn days ; 
Purple banners on the hill-side, \ 

Scarlet pennons on the breeze, 
Golden censers rich with incense 

Flaming on the forest trees — 
And Potomac's flowing river. 

With its amber-tinted tide, 
Was jeweled with the splendors 

Of the forest at its side. 
But redder glows the sunset 

On the river's gathering tide, 
'Til forest, stream, and arching sky 

Alike were glorified. 
" All was quiet on Potomac 1 " 

Save the cannon's distant roar, 
The neigh of horses in the camp, 

The drumbeat on the shore ; 
The tangled notes of trumpets. 

And the clash of falling steel, 
The murmuring talk of many men 

The wagon's rumbling wheel ; 
The chirping of the meadow birds. 

The crack of teamsters' whips. 
The notes of " Rally round the Flag," 

From soldiers' bearded lips. 
" All was quiet on Potomac ! " 

In those Indian-summer days. 
And battle's sulphury smoke gave place 

To Autumn's purple haze. 
The army rested for the night. 

And as the stars came out, 
The camp-fire's blazing, cheerful light 

Was gleaming all about. 
And foot- worn soldiers gathered round. 

Some stretched at careless ease ,* 
Others broke limbs of resined pine 

From off the nearest trees. 
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And tossed them on the blazing; fire. 

Some sank right down to sleep 
With faces placid as a child's. 

When angels guardian keep ; 
Others roared chorus to a song, 

Some boasted of their deeds ; 
A fair-haired jouth beside the fire 

His sweetheart's letter reads. 
One brawny bummer in a group. 

With voice as clear and strong 
As northern gale among the hills, 

Roars out this ringing song, 
And all the rest join voices 

When the chorus comes along. 



Come rag, tag, and bobtail, each J0II7 old bummer, 

And take a French horn of the spirits we love ; 
For we feel that we're some, though the season ain't summer. 

We're wise as the serpent, and meek as the dove. 
In Washington City the ravens are croaking. 

And saying the war is a failure and sham ; 
Old Grant in his tent, sits a thinking and smoking, 

He never makes speeches, and don't care a —cent. 

Mum's the word, boys ! 

Chum's the bird, boys I 
Drums are heard, boys, rattling by ; 

Here the cretur, fights short metre, 
Bully boy I with a glass eye I 

There's Butler's big head like a billiard-ball shining, 

He caroms on Bethel, and pockets himself ; 
But the maids of Orleans his laurels are twining. 

And he always rolls off when he's laid on the shelf. 
And Burnside's white teeth like a first-class piano. 

His laugh is a chorus, his smile is a song ; 
He bets his whole pile on the Star Spangled Banner, 

And, you know — ^he's for so'gers, through right and through wron;; 

Roanoke boys ! steady stroke, boys ! 

Daylight's broke, boys ! high ! high 1 high ! 
Little Rhody 1 you have showed a 

Bully boy ! with a glass eye ! 

Phil Sheridan rides like a star that is shooting, 

And yells like an Injun, and fights like a cock ; 
Joe Hooker the rear of the rebels is booting, 

And our own little Mac is as firm as a rock. 
3 
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Tlien Sherman swoops down like an eagle that's Btarviog, 
With flame in its eyeballs, its pinions all free ; 

With his talons and beak a straight pathway he's carving. 
And the bummers will follow his march to the sea. 

Take a drink, boys I never wink, boys I 
How do you think, boys ! that's for high ? 

Rumpsey dumpsey I old Tecumseh ! 
Bully boy ! with a glass eye 1 



Then there was a burst of laujrhter, 

And a hearty shout of •• Good ! ** 
And all the hungry bummers ate 

Their stolen evening food. 
And as the night grew darker, 

And the pale moon lit her lamp, 
Its silvery flood of radiance fell 

Upon the negro camp. 
All day the contrabands had come. 

Hanging around the rear. 
Now mingling with the blacks in blue 

The scene was strange and queer. 
Old darkies with their ragged clothes, 

And wool as white as show. 
Held blacker babies in their arms ; 

And women in a row 
Stood in the flickering camp-fire light ; 

One wore an army coat, — 
A little darkie leaped around 

Like old Silenus' goat. 
One black as night had decked her hair 

With bits of scarlet rag ; 
Another, for an apron, had 

A guidon's tattered rag. 
An ancient crone with ponderous lips. 

And figure short and fat. 
Wore boots like those Kilpatrick loved, 

Under a stove-pipe hat. 
Weary and hungry, for the march 

Had been severe and long, 
Their childlike hearts were blossomipg 

In sweetly cadenced song. 
Three sang together, and the rest 

Joined in the loud refrain ; 
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Others beat time upon the ground, 
And as the chorus passed around 
They sang it o'er again. 
« » * * • 

There's a chariot of fire in the sky, 

And 'tis ever mounting higher and more liigh ! 

Angels draw it with their wings, 

Each a flying as he sings, 

Glory to the King of kings. 

Hallelujah. 

Each wheel is bloody-red, as it rolls 
O'er the clouds overhead, and the souls 

Of the soldiers killed in war, 

Mount to heaven in the car. 

Up above the moon and star, 

Hallelujah 1 

Oh, I see the gates of light overhead 
Open after every fight for the dead. 

And the negro white has grown. 

In the shining round the throne. 

And he'll never weep and moan. 

Hallelujah! 

Uncle Abraham wrote the word with his pen, 
And our people's hearts it stirred, for we're men ; 

And the blest Emancipation, 

Is the glory of the nation, 

Over all the Lord's creation. 

Hallelujah I 

Brothers, hark 1 an angel sings overhead. 
There's a rushing of the wings of the dead, 

Jesus came to set us free. 

And he'll whiten you and me, 

In the Heavenly Crystal Sea. 

Hallelujah I 

Wild rang the singing, for the night was still. 
And when it ceased a plaintive whippoorwill 
Wailed his sad cry to crickets piping shrill. 
Sweet sleep I of all God's blessings the most blest, 
Soothes every tired soldier U> his rest. 
The night creeps on apace, the sentry's tread 
Keeps time to stars that rise and set o'erhead: 
The fires are nearly out, the midnight breeze 
Waves like funereal plumes the dark pine trees. 
A restless slumberer turning in his sleep. 
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Straggling with dreams, like one who breasts the deep. 
Fancies he sees behind the lone out-post 
A shadowy figure — a -celestial ghost — 
The Guardian Angel of Potomac's Host I 

« * * * 

The war is over — and our land is free — 
Thus rebaptized to God and Liberty ! 
Beside the Stars and Stripes of radiant light 
Floats a broad flag of pure, unsullied white. 
Bury the past ! let memory's snowy wing 
Brush all the darkness from the days we sing — 
With tender hand when Spring her emerald strews 
Place fragrant flowers, wet with heaven's dews. 
Upon the little mound whose broken sod 
Shows one bright patriot's spirit gone to God. 
Dear is remembrance ; sweet to close my lay 
With blossoms culled for Decoration Day. 

With tolling bells, and booming guns, 

And muffled d rum-beat *s throb : 
With heavy step and shrouded flags. 

Each half-drawn breath a sob ; 

The solemn Army marches through 

The quiet, listening town ; 
To deck with memory's flowery stars 

The green turned up with brown — 

The little mounds of dew-wet grass, 

The chiselled blocks of stone — 
Where soldiers rest, where heroes sleep. 

Wrapped in the flag — alone I 

Ho ! comrade with the single arm. 

Give me a wreath of green 
To hang upon this snowy slab ; 

The rain-drop's silvery sheen 

Upon its glossy laurel leaves 

Are tears our Mother weeps — 
Now some Immortelles for a crown, 

For here our General sleeps. 

This is a very little mound. 

He was so young to die — 
Give me some rpse-buds and those sprigs 

Of fragrant Rosemary. 
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Now, brother with the shattered leg, 

Hand me those Hyacinths blue. 
To place upon this grassy hill, 

For he was always true. 

White, sunrise -flushed Arbutus buds 

Are just the very thing 
To sweetly serve the drummer-boy — 

He sleeps in life's young spring. 

That Passion-flower of glorious bloom, 

Like Him who died to save ; 
With these white Lilies, stainless, sweet, 

Rest on the Chaplain's grave. 

Those bright Verbenas' perfect red, 

Those Valley Lilies white ; 
Those Blue-bells and Forget-me-nots, 

These Daisies starred with light, 

Have gathered from the rainbow tints 

Old Glory's stripes and gold — 
Her Color Sergeant's grave shall bear 

These fruits of wounds untold. 

Some Lavender, — his memory 

Is fragrant, — and a spray 
Of that green Cassia let us place 

Upon his tomb to day. 
He was a Christian, and he loved 

To teach his men to pray. 

This man was old, full three-score years, 

When he went forth to fight ; 
Bring me some Ivy's glossy leaves 

And full-blown Roses white. 

Some scarlet Holly berries here. 

And Mistletoe's green spray ; 
This soldier fell in the wild ffght 

We had on Christmas day. 

A branch of that sweet Orange bloom 

And one red flower — the tide 
Of his young life poured out and left 

A broken-hearted bride. 
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Scatter the flowers we bear around 

The white tents of the dead ; 
The night comes down, the day is done, 

The old Flag overhead 

Hangs silently and wearily ; 

The rain falls on the sod ; 
Our loved ones sleep ; how well they died 

For Freedom and for God I 

Loud calls were now made for the President. From every 
seat came the cry of " Grant ! ^' " Grant ! " The President came 
forward and was received with a storm of applause and cheers. 

PRESIDENT grant's REMARKS. 

He said : Gentlemen op the Army op the Potomac : It af- 
fords me very great pleasure to meet you here, but I shall not 
detain you by any address ; that would out mar the pleasure you 
would otherwise have in reflecting upon the addresses which you 
have just heard, which have been so able, and which only do 
justice to your army and to your commanders. 

When about to resume his seat, three cheers were proposed for 
President Grant, and the entire audience started from their seats, 
the ladies waving handkerchiefs. 

REMARKS OF GENERAL SHERMAN. 

General Sherman was then called up. He came forward, and 
when the long applause had subsided, said : 

Gentlemen op the Army op the Potomac : You know that 
although I was a volunteer once, I am a *' regular " now — every 
inch of it. I believe in adhering to the regular proceedings of 
this meeting. Surely I read the order of proceedings aright in 
the paper of this morning. I read it with care, and I nowhere 
found my name therein ; I therefore beg you to excuse me, as- 
suring you of the great pleasure I always have in meeting sol- 
diers of the Army of the Potomac, as well indeed as of any army 
that belongs to the Unfted States of America. [Applause and 
cheers for General Sherman.] 

REMARKS OP GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

General Sheridan was next called^ and on coming forward was 
received with cheers. 
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He said : I think, comrades, that I am a good deal in the same 
condition as the party referred to by General Devens in his ora- 
tion, who thought it advisable to get himself out of his bad 
*' fix " by inducing somebody else to fight his battles for him. 
[Laughter.] I do not know whom I should call upon in this emer- 
gency, unless it be General Hancock. [Laughter and applause.] 

But I did not come here to make a speech ; I simply came here 
as one of "Sherman's bummers/' [Great laughter and applause.] 
I thought I would just come here and "bum 'round " a little, you 
know [laughter], and so far I have succeeded pretty well. I do 
not know where I am going to bring up ; but I think that at 
about twelve o'clock to-riight I shall be found somewhere in the 
vicinity of that banquet. [Laughter.] 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your politeness and kindness in call- 
ing me out on this occasion. 



EEMARKS OF GENERAL HANCOCK. 

General Hancock was next called, and on coming forward was 
received with cheers and applause. 

He said : 

Friends and Comrades : I feel very grateful to you for 
this handsome reception you give me. I do not propose to de- 
tain you, however, by making any remarks, when there are so 
many gentlemen here who are gifted and are prepared to in- 
terest you. 

I merely wish to say that although I have not seen you for 
sever9,l years, because I have not been able to meet my comrades 
here — yet I do not love you the less on that account. During my 
absence from among you, I have learned to feel that the longer I 
remain away the more eagerly I desire to see my old-time com- 
rades of the army. [Applause.] 



REMARKS OP GENERAL McDOWELL. 

General DcDowell was next called, and coming forward amid 
applause, said : 

Gentlemen: The President, the General of the army, his 
Lieuten ant-General, and his senior Major-General, have all given 
me an example which I am too good a soldier not to follow. They 
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have given you short, very short addresses, I think, however, in- 
versely in the order of their rank. [Laughter.] Being the low- 
est in the scale myself, it might possibly be expected that I should 
say a little more than my immediate predecessor, General Han- 
cock. [Laughter.] That is a course, however, which I would 
very much rather not follow. Therefore, having done all that 
I presume you expected of me — shown myself — and made my 
bow to you, I beg to thank you very sincerely for having done me 
the honor of calling upon me. [Applause.] 



HON. HENRY WILSON, 

The Vice-President, was next called for. Cheers broke out all 
over the house on his taking his position at the speaker's table, in 
which cheers the galleries actively participated. 

Mr. Wilson said : 

Gentlemen : I am not a " volunteer," a '' regular," or a 
" bummer," [laughter and applause], but I think it best that I 
should follow the example of those who have gone before me. 
I can only say this, and I say it with all my heart, I am glad to 
meet with the soldiers of the grand old Army of the Potomac. 
[Applause]. It was my privilege, during the war, to have some- 
thing to do, as a member of the Military Committee of the Sen- 
ate, with the organization of our army ; and wherever I meet a 
soldier who fought for the country, whether he and I agree on 
other questions or not, there is one thing we do agree upon, and 
that is in devotion to our country. I am very glad to-day to meet 
here these men who fought for the country, and these great lead- 
ers who led them [applause] ; leaders whose fame will live while 
the history of the country shall endure. [Great applause.] 



REMARKS OF GEN. HAWLEY. 

Cries of " Hawley,'' " Hawley," brought forward General J. R. 
Hawley, who said : 

Gentlemen : I shall not be able to follow the rule laid down 
by Major-General McDowell, " the higher the rank the shorter the 
speech," for by that plan you would expect me to make a very- 
long speech indeed. I shall merely exercise the privilege, as a 
citizen of Connecticut, of closing my own remarks at this point, and 
of introducing to you our excellent friend, Governor — late General 
— ^Hartranft, "of Pennsylvania. [Applause.] 
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BBMABKS OF GENBBAL HABTBANFT. 

General Hartranft came forward and said : 

CoMBADES : I am very glad of the opportunity of participating 
with you here to-day. I did not have the honor, during my entire 
service in the field, of serving with the Army of the Potomac, but 
I believe the hardest and the best fighting that I have known 
of in our war, has been that of the Army of the Potomac. [Ap- 
plause.] I feel, therefore, as if I belong to it, for I take a great 
pride in it. [Applause.] 

I take this opportunity, lest I should forget it at a later stage of 
the proceedings, of inviting the Army of the Potomac to have its 
Re- union in 1876, at Philadelphia, on the 3d of July. I hope that 
when you come to dispatch your business to-day, you will favora- 
bly respond to this invitation. [Applause.] 

BEMABKS OF GENEEAL FBANKLIN. 

General Franklin having been called upon, said : 

Fellow Soldiebs : I congratulate myself upon having been 
called up so late, for the many lengthy speeches which ^oxx. have 
heard must have exhausted your patience by this time. [Laughter. ] 
You will, therefore, suffer me to get along with a word or two. 

It is now three years since I have had the pleasure of seeing 
any of you before, and I am surprised to find so many of you are 
still living. [Laughter.] I did not know that there were so 
many " Army of the Potomac " people alive who could get to 
New Haven on this occasion. 

I congratulate you, comrades, upon having come to visit Con- 
necticut ; and I hope you will form such an opinion of your re- 
ception here that you will be often here again. [Applause.] 

BBMABKS OF GENBBAL JOHN C. BOBINSON, LIBUTENANT-GOVEBNOB 

OF NEW YOBK. 

General Robinson was loudly called for. The General came 
forward, and was received with applause. 

He said : 

CoMBADES : We do not muster quite so strong, in my opinion, 
as we ought to do ; but of those here, I am glad to see so many 
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faces of the Army of the Potomac who always keep their knap- 
sacks packed, ready to fall in and march whenever called upon. 
[Laughter.] I recognize many here who have always taken a 
great deal of interest in our meetings. For my part, I have been 
present at all of them except one, and then I was on the sick-list, 
and so reported by the doctor. And as I have done in the past, 
so shall I do in the future. Nothing gives me greater pleasure 
than to meet the men in whose companionship I have marched 
and fought. My heart is always with soldiers wherever I meet 
them. 

I thank you for your cordial reception of me. It is not an un- 
worthy return on my part to give way to the regular order of 
business. [Applause.] 



BBMABKS OP GENERAL JOHN GIBBON. 

Calls were now made for General Gibbon, who on coming for- 
ward, said : 

Soldiers : I have been a volunteer, and I am in earnest when 
I say that I cannot make a speech. [Laughter.] In illustration 
of mj position, I will tell you a story of a volunteer. During the 
Mexican war, a volunteer regiment was moving up along the shore 
from Vera Cruz. One of the number, instead of walking on the 
smooth sand where it was hard and firm, and where all the rest of 
the regiment was marching, chose a line of ground where he 
sank up over his shoe-tops in sand. One of his comrades called 
to him, and said, " Jim, come over here and march." [Laughter.] 
*' What for ? " inquired Jim. *' Because," said his comrade, 
" it is easier walking here." " Is there any orders to go there ? " 
said Jim. "No orders, you fool, but it is a great deal easier 
marching over here." " Well," said Jim, " if there's no orders 
to go there, I will not volunteer to do it. I volunteered once, 
and ril be blowed if I ever do so again." [Laughter and ap- 
' plause.] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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The Society then entered upon the regular business proceedings ; 
the President, General Burnside, in the chair. 



MINUTES. 



By unanimous consent, the reading of the minutes of the last 
meeting were approved as printed. 

BBPOBTS. 

The President : What shall be done with the reports of the 
officers ? 

The Secretary said : The Reports will be printed, and copies 
will be mailed to members. I presume that, therefore, their read- 
ing may be waived. The Treasurer's Report may be received, and 
reierred to a Committee, consisting of officers resident in New 
York, who shall audit the Report and Vouchers. 

A Member : I make that motion. 

The President : If there is no objection, it will be so ordered. 
How shall the Committee be appointed ? 

Several Members : " By the Chair." 

A Member : Mr. President : I move you that a committee of 
five be appointed by the President, to select the place for the next 
meeting of this Society. 

This was agreed to. 

General M. T. MacMahon : Mr. President : I have a resolu- 
tion to offer which should properly come in, I suppose, under 
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the head of miscellaneous business ; but as it is very desirable that 
we should, for reasons connected with the use and disposition of 
this hall this evening, vacate it as quicklv as possible, I offer the 
resolution now. It is a resolution to which I would wish to direct 
the seidous attention of every member of the Society. I offer it at 
the suggestion of several of the most distinguished officers of this 
Society, all of whom at this moment are upon the stage, but who 
are modest gentlemen — so modest even, that I doubt if they will 
come forward to support it. 

I desire earnestly that every member of the Society shall think 
over it; and if the members, or a goodly majority of them, think 
well of it, that he will support it. Here is the resolution : 

Resolved^ That the President of this Society be directed %6 
communicate with all other Army, Corps, and Naval Associations, 
with the view to effect, if practicable, a consolidation of all into 
one *' Society of the Army and Navy of the United States." 

A Member : Mr. President : I move that the resolution lie on 
the table. 

General MaoMahon : Mr. President : I repeat, so that it may 
be understood by all, that I offer this resolution at the instance of 
several of the most distinguished gentlemen of the Society — gen- 
tlemen who have held high rank in the Army of the Potomac. 

The reason it is offered is simply this : This organization, and 
all other organizations of similar character must, in the nature of 
things, diminish with time. Our numbers will annually decrease. 
We will, one by one, be taken away ; and eventually, unless this 
resolution be adopted, or some one similar to it, we cannot get a 
(Jorporal's guard to present themselves at our Re-unions. 

There must be consolidation at some time ; nothing seems more 
certain than that. It may not come now ; and it may not come 
for five, six, seven, or even ten years ; but come at last it nmsL 
The day will assuredly come when, if you wish to have a quorum 
at your Re-unions, you must have a formal union with your 
brothers of the East and West who fought in the common cause. 
You must have one association composed of all who bore arms for 
the preservation of the Union. [" Good ! " " Good ! "] Keep your 
distinctive associations, if you please ; but let there be one general 
national association into which all may enter — the Armies of the 
East and West, the Army of the Potomac, the Army of the Gulf, 
the Army of the Cumberland, and all the other organizations, 
whether of the Army or the Navy of the nation. [Applause.] 
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A body thus organized would make a very respectable gathering. 
Having said thus much as to the origin and object of the resolu- 
tion, I now leave it in the hands of the Society to do with it as it 
sees fit. 

The President : I think it would be advisable for the gentle- 
man who moved to lay the resolution on the table, to withdraw 
his motion, in order that the sense of the Society may be taken on 
the original resolution direct. 

A Member : If it is in order, I move that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee of this Society. 

The President : That is not at present in order. If the mem- 
ber moving to lay the resolution on the table insists upon his 
motion, it must be the first to be acted on. 

General MacMahon : Mr. President : It seems to me, that in 
an emergency of this kind, when time is of so much value, it is not 
to be expected that this meeting should observe every petty detail 
of parliamentary law. Why not put the original motion at once, 
without waiting for action as to the motion to lay upon the table ? 
If a majority of the members present are opposed to it, of course 
it comes to naught. 

A Member : I believe there are a great many thousand men who 
are willing to join this Society, who have never had the chance to 
do so. We have, in my judgment, suflScient members of our own 
Army to make a very large organization ; and I think we can keep 
the Association intact as it is. It will be a great many years be- 
fore the number of our members will be sensibly diminished by 
death. I think there has been now suflicient paid on the subject, 
and I call for the question. 

The question being — Shall the resolution be laid on the table ? 
It was not agreed to. 

' A Member : Mr. President : I should like to ask the mover ot 
that resolution a question. That is, whether he has any communi- 
cation, and if so, what from any of the other army organizations, 
expressing a desire to join, or amalgamate with the Army of the 
Potomac ? 

The President": It is not a question of dissolving the Society 
of the Army of the Potomac, but merely directing an investigation 
to be made as to the desirability of a consolidation into a national 
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organization of the several corps societies, etc. What action shall 
be taken on the resolution ? 

A Member : Mr. President : I should h'ke to hear the resolution 
again read. 

The Secretary read the resolution for information. 

General Jardinb : Mr. President : I move to amend the reso- 
lution, so that the matter be left with the Executive Committee of 
this body, to investigate, and report at the next regular meeting. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was then agreed to. 
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A Member : I move that we now proceed to the nomination 
and election of officers for the ensuing year. 

There being no objection it was so ordered. 

General MacMaron: Mr. President: I nominate General 
Winfield S. Hancock to be President of this Society. [Applause.] 

A Member: Mr. President: I nominate for the presidency 
of this organization an officer of high merit — one identified 
with the Army of the Potomac at an early day, and who has re- 
cently been recognized as efficient to fill a vacancy caused by the 
death of one of the most brilliant officers of the United States 
Army. The officer I nominate is General Irwin McDowell. [Ap- 
plause.] 

General Hancock : Mr. President, and Gentlemen : Allow 
me to say a few words at this time. I have not seen you, as I 
have already remarked, for some time, and have therefore claimed 
none of your attention. I hope this fact will give me some claim 
to make a suggestion to you now. I make it in the best spirit, 
and in the interests of harmony, and of the perpetuity ot the 
Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

I believe that a sense of fitness, and a sense of impartial justice, 
would indicate that the person whom I intend to nominate for the 
presidency of this Society, should be elected to that position. 

If there is any reason why the position of President of this So- 
ciety should be bestowed successively upon the officers senior in 
rank, it would be proper in every way that the officer I name 
should be chosen to the presidency. I believe he is the only sur- 
viving Grand-Divifion Commander of the Army of the Potomac ; 
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and it seems to me wise, in the interests of the Society, and in the 
interests of its harmony, to elect him. 

I therefore nominate for President of this Society for the ensu- 
ing year, General William B. Franklin. [Applause.] 

A Member : Do I understand General Hancock to withdraw ? 

General Hancock : I desire to withdraw my own name from 
the candidacy. It is a high honor — and I appreciate it — to be 
nominated or elected to the position of President of this Society ; 
but I should like to see the fitness of things recognized as much 
as possible in the choice of our oflicers ; and 1 therefore desire, as I 
have stated, to withdraw my own name and present that of General 
Franklin. [Applause. ] 

General Barnum : Mr. President : In furtherance of the idea 
so gracefully advanced by the distinguished officer who has just 
taken his seat, that we should have for our President one of the 
General Commanders of the Army of the Potomac, I move you, 
sir, that the President of this Society be now authorized to cast 
one ballot for the office of President, and that on that ballot there 
be written the name of General Irwin McDowell. 

Major Bullard : Mr. President : I rise to second the nomina- 
tion of Comrade Barnum. I think that General Irwin McDowell, 
in the line of succession, is the proper man. If there is any ques- 
tion as to his right to that position, acquired through his com- 
mand in the Army of the Potomac, it is so fine a question that we, 
to-day, the members of the Society of the Army of the Potomac, 
should finally settle that fact. [Applause.] Let us therefore cast 
one vote for General Irwin McDowell. [Cries of " Good ! " 
" Good ! " loud applause, and cheers, in which the remainder of 
the sentence was lost.] Let us show, that when the war is over, 
we can at least do justice to our own brave comrades. [Great 
applause, and cries of '* That's right I " and " Bravo ! "] 

General MacM AH on: Mr. President: I rise to a point of or- 
der — a point that ought to have been earlier made, but I did not 
wish to interrupt gentlemen while actually speaking — the point is 
this : that, if I am correctly informed, the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Society forbid the merits of the respective nominees being 
discussed. I therefore hope there will be no more speeches on 
that subject. 

The President : The point of order is well taken. 
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A Member : Mr. President : I move that the Roll be called and 
every member, in answering to his name, announce the candidate 
of his choice. [''No!" "No!"] 

General MacMahon : Mr. President : I move that every 
member write his name on his ballot. [" No ! " " No ! "] 

The President : The question is on the motion of General Bar- 
num that one ballot be cast, containing the name of General Irwin 
McDowell. If there be objection to that, of course it cannot be 
done. Is there objection ? 

General Barnum : Mr. President : If there be any objecti<m 
made, of course the motion cannot be entertained ; and, as I be- 
lieve, I have heard an objection — 

A Member : I decidedly object. 

General Barnum : Then I withdraw my motion. 

The President : As time presses, and I understand General 
Hancock to have withdrawn — 

General Hancock : Yes, sir. 

The President : Then it would, I think, be best to divide the 
House as to the the two remaining candidates, and after ascertain- 
ing the will of the majority, agree to the casting of one ballot ? 

[" That will do ! " *' That will do ! "] 

The President then ordered a division of the House, and ap- 
pointed as Tellers, General Sharpe and* Colonel Church. 

In due time the tellers made report that the vote of the Society 
stood in favor of General Irwin McDowell for President. 

General Barnum : Mr. President : I now move that an unani- 
DLOus vote be cast for General McDowell. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously agreed to. 

The President [General Burnside] then cast one ballot bearing 
the name of General Irwin McDowell, declaring him at the same 
4 
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time, to be duly elected to the office of President of the Society of 
the Army of the Potomac for the ensuing year. 

The announcement was received with enthusiasm and with 
three cheers for General McDowell. 

General George H. Sharpe : Mr. President : The Corre- 
sponding Secretary, the Treasurer, and myself would like the Soci- 
ety to fill our places for the ensuing year. 

["No! No! No!"] 

General Sharpe: We have been re-elected already several 
times, because it was deemed best not to make any change in the 
offices we held while the Society was being put into working 
order; but it is now firmly and permanently placed, and that rea- 
son no longer exists. 

A Member ; Mr. President : We cannot find anybody who will 
serve us better. I move that these officers, viz., the present Sec- 
retaries and the Treasurer be re-elected. 

This was unanimously agreed to. 

THE NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 

General Wagner: Mr, President: In order to remove any 
difficulty as to the fixing of the next place of meeting for the So- 
ciety, I move that we reconsider our former action, referring it to 
a Special Committee, in order to leave it with the Executive Com- 
mittee with power to act. 

The reconsideration was agreed to. 

General Wagner : Mr. President : I now move that the whole 
matter, as to the fixing of the place for the next Re-union of this 
Society, be referred to the Executive Committee with power to 
act. 

Agreed to. 

THANKS. 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously 

Resolved^ That a vote of thanks be given to the two Secreta- 
ries and the Treasurer of the Society for the zeal and efficiency 
displayed in their several trusts. 
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It was further moved, seconded, and unanimously 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Society are due, and are here- 
by tendered to General Charles Devens, Jr., of Boston, for the 
eloquent and fervid oration commemorative of our gifted comrade 
and leader. General George G. Meade, with which to-day he has 
favored this Society. 

Resolved^ That a copy of the oration be respectfully requested 
for publication. 

It was further 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Society are due, and are here- 
by tendered to General Charles C. Van Zandt, for the spirited and 
patriotic poem which he was pleased to write for the occasion of 
our Fifth Annual Re-union, May 14, 1873. 

Resolved^ That a copy of the poem be respectfully requested 
for publication. 

The President [General Burnside] then resigned his place, and, 
accompanied by General Franklin, escorted General McDowell to 
the Chair, and General Burnside said : 

Comrades : I have now the honor to present to you General 
McDowell, who has been elected by you to be your President for 
the ensuing year. [Applause.] 

General Franklin : Comrades : Before General McDowell 
makes his acknowledgments, I desire to say that I congratulate 
you most sincerely on your choice. I think it was due to him, and 
I think you have done yourselves honor in selecting him for the 
position. [Great applause.] 

General McDowell : Comrades : I thank you sincerely for this 
mark of your esteem and confidence. I shall always endeavor to 
sustain that confidence. I am obliged to my good friend. General 
Franklin, for his good words in my behalf His residence of the 
last few years in Connecticut has evidently not been to his dis- 
advantage. He always was a good fellow, but he is a little more 
of a good fellow now than ever before. [Applause.] 

THANKS TO GENERAL BURNSIDE. 

A vote of thanks was then proposed and unanimously tendered 
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to General Burnside for his zeal and efficiency as President of the 
Society for the year just closed. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

By unanimous consent, it was then ordered that the name of 
the President of each corps organization be sent in to the Secretary 
of this Society, and that such Presidents be enrolled upon the 
record as Vice-Presidents of the Society of the Army of the Po- 
tomac. 

The meeting then, on motion, adjourned. 



L 
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THE BANQUET. 



A grand banquet was ^ven in the evening by the Mayor and 
citizens of 'New Haven to the invited guests, and all the prepara- 
tions were aided by " Admiral Foote " Post of the Grand Army of 
the Republic in honor of the Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

The table was spread in the same hall in which the earlier pro- 
ceedings of the day had been held. The arrangements for the ac- 
commodation and entertainment of the guests were complete and 
satisfactory, and reflected much credit on the committee of manage- 
ment. Gilmore's fine band of music had been secured from Boston 
to do service in connection with the Army Re-unions generally, 
and on this occasion it was frequently and favorably heard from. 

The decorations of the hall, while simple and plain, were quite 
sufficient, and eminently tasteful. From a central point in the 
ceiling innumerable streamers swung in graceful folds to all ex- 
tremities ; and bunting in profusion lined the walls and windows. 

Rows of fragrant flowers graced the platform, and the tables 
presented a fine display of ornamentation, being liberally supplied 
with bouquets and with ingenious evidences of the confectioner's 
art. 

But the real decorations were the ladies, who filled the galler- 
ies ; for there, throughout the entire evening, sat several hundred 
fair women — the sweethearts and wives, and the sisters, 
mothers, and daughters of our brave New England comrades. 
Nothing could have better served to illustrate the estimation in 
which the people of New Haven held their soldier guests, than 
the presence of the ladies of their households. It served to 
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render the entertainment one that will long linger in the memo- 
ries of those who participated in it. 

The total number of banqueters was five hundred. 

The newly-elected President of the Society of the Army of the 
Potomac, General Irwin McDowell, occupied the Chair. The 
post of honor on his right was occupied by President Grant, that 
on his left by the retiring President of the Society, General 
Burnside. 

In addition to these, there sat at the main table General 
Sherman, Lieutenant-General Sheridan, Vice-President Wilson, 
Governor IngersoU of Connecticut, Ex-Governor Jewell, Governor 
Perham of Maine, General Devens, General Gibbon, Col. Bacon 
of General Sherman's Staff; President Porter of Yale College, 
Prof Silliman, Prof Trowbridge and Prof Wayland, all of Yale ; 
United States Senator Buckingham, General Hawley, General 
VanZandt, Governor Hartranft of Pennsylvania, Mayor Lewis of 
New Haven, Ex-Mayor Fitch, Hon. O. F. Winchester, and 
others. 

When all was ready for the supper, the bugle gave the familiar 
call " Roast Beef," which was received with the wonted enthu- 
siasm of the hungry soldier. Close upon its heels came the first 
call for guard mount. From this point the feast proceeded with- 
out incident of special note, until the clarion notes of the cavalry 
reveille electrified the assemblage, bringing every man to his 
feet for an acknowledging cheer. 

The edibles having been disposed of to general advantage, the 
" feast of reason " was inaugurated by the President, Genei*al 
McDowell, in the following opening address : 

Opening Address by 

OBNBBAL MCDOWELL. 

He said : 

Gentlemen: Knowing that the American people love liberty, 
knowing that they are an intelligent, an educated, and a Goa- 
fearing people, I was not at all surprised yesterday to receive an 
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invitation from one of the citizens of New York, to attend at his 
house, to receive a report of a reverend gentleman who had just 
returned from Europe, whither he had gone to interest the people 
on that side of the ocean in the subject of a Peace Congress, and 
in favor of the proposition that all questions of international con- 
troversy should hereafter be settled by arbitration. I at the 
same time recollected having once been seated by the side of 
the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, who in responding to an 
after-dinner toast of a peace character said, that he had himself 
some years before gone to Europe on a similar errand ; and that 
since that time, although he then believed that all wars were at 
an end, there had arisen five general and fearful wars, in 
only two of which did he recognize any principle, the rest having 
arisen through the old questions of dispute, for which people had 
always striven. The nations engaged in these wars, were the 
French, the English, the Russians, the Germans, the Italians, and 
the Americans. 

There was this to be said in connection with our war ; that we 
had at that time a congress of nations — at least they were nations 
in the eyes of those who broke the peace. There was assembled at 
the same time a Peace Congress ; but neither of these Congresses 
prevented the war. Those who had charge of us at that time 
were not the soldiers, they were not those wliom this body of 
officers represent — the Army of the Potomac — or any other army. 
They were those represented by the press and by the pen, by 
the forum and the pulpit. It is curious to note in this connection 
that the first, I believe, of the bonds broken, was broken by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. I do not know whether or not 
they are yet re united. 

It has been my duty, within a short time past, to pass all over 
our Southern country, through Kentucky and Tennessee, made 
memorable by the acts of those who now honor us with their pres- 
ence, down through that same march, by which the General of our 
Army — ^then a Major-General — went to the sea [applause] — 
through Chattanooga with its "Look-Out," and through Mis- 
sionary Ridge and Atlanta; through Fort Pickens, which was 
peppered all the year long. Fort Pulaski, and Fort Sumter, and 
all over South Carolina. I have brought back, among other re- 
sults, a deep and firm impression that there is no part of our 
country — I do not except even Connecticut or Massachusetts — 
in which the authority of the United States is more thoroughly, 
more firmly, and more unreservedly acknowledged than it is in 
our Southern States. [Great applause.] 

The work that was done by the army was well done. It cost 
a great deal ; it cost much in men and much in treasure ; but 
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it was worth all it cost. We soldiers knew not much about 
the laws, but we knew one thing — that it was a great deal better 
to have war for the Union than to have wars everlastingly follow- 
ing disunion [applause] ; that for the Union it would be better 
to give up even the Republic — to give up even all those things 
that we prize, as the dearest of our liberties, for the simple reason 
that whilst despotism would be a disease, disunion would be 
death without a resurrection. [Applause, and cries of " Good ! " 
** Good! "and "Bravo!"] 

I do not propose to tax you any longer. Thanking you in this 
public manner for the great honor you have conferred upon me, 
we will now proceed to the regular proceedings of the evening. 

The First regular toast is — 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

[Great applause and cheers for President Grant. Music : " Hail 
to the Chief!"] General Grant rose and bowed repeatedly in 
answer to the acclamations, and General Joseph R. Hawley was 
called upon to respond. 

He said: 

Mr. President, Comrades, and Gentlemen : I assure you that, 
unaccustomed as I am to public speaking [oh ! oh ! and laughter], 
I have seldom been so embaiTassed since I was a school-boy. 
For I need not attempt to instruct an American audience, much 
less an audience of American soldiers, upon the character of the 
President of the Republic, of his office, and certainly not of the 
man who now holds it. The traditions of monarchy — the pomp 
and circumstance of royalty which'we are sometimes so fond of 
ridiculing — have indeed of themselves a real value. It is because 
we believe ourselves to be a people so advanced in intelligence that 
we can dispense with them, that we see nothing of them. Else- 
where, however, in other times and places, they have had, and 
still have, their indispensable value. They attract the senses, and 
draw out and command the respect and attention of the people, 
creating that respect for law without which no government is 
possible. 

We believe we have passed that stage. "What to us were Gen- 
eral Grant clothed in golden robes, preceded by trumpeters, and 
followed by troops of retainers; never moving without great 
bodies of men-at-arms ? we should ridicule such a personage. We 
smile at such an idea. Here, our President comes among us. 
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traveling hundreds of miles for the purpose, unattended by any 
save a single member of his civic staff, and sits down among us, 
representing as he does the majesty and power of forty millions 
of free people. [Applause.] Simple as he appears, powerless 
as that one gentleman alone is, no king ever surpassed him ; no 
king can call more quickly or more readily a grand army to his 
command. [Applause.] Forty millions of people — ^five millions 
of soldiers, should the occasion demand it, would spring to life, 
armed to defend the nation from foes, at home or abroad. [Ap- 
plause.] He needs nothing that invests loyalty to command our 
respect, attention, and esteem — not alone for his personal charac- 
ter, but for the grand office he holds ; and no man is more ready 
or willing to concede this respect and esteem than the true 
American soldier. Indeed, look at every Administration in our 
history, and you will find that no man has been more ready than 
the soldier to respect the office, no matter who held it, or to what 
party he belonged. So it will be hereafter. 

Those men who thought that our great war was likely to per- 
manently damage this country have found their great mistake. 
Nothing has been more common to the American soldier trav- 
eling abroad, than the expression of surprise that our one million 
of men in arms could so quickly be returned to the avocations of 
peace. Well might people wonder ! There wjere lessons in that 
war of which our own people were unconscious. Why, I remem- 
ber very well how when our men first began to organize — raw 
troops that they were — some of them of the " Young America" 
order, and some of the farming people — they found it rather 
awkward to be instructed to stand up and sit down, and to be 
marching and countermarching at the dictation of another. The 
American citizen felt a native uneasiness in such treatment. He 
was willing, indeed anxious, to go to the field and fight, and if 
necessary die, for his country ; but he did not relish the idea of 
being " bossed " about in that manner. [Laughter.] By-and-by, 
however, when the same man, now grown into a browned, tough 
soldier, returned from the field, he was proud of the opportunity 
to obey, and proud of being a soldier. It was his boast that he 
always " obeyed orders ; " and so the million of American soldiers 
who went to their homes, carried with them all over this broad 
land, and into every nook and corner of it, a new and invaluable 
lesson upon the power and the duty — aye, the duty of obedience. 
[Applause.] The war may well be said to be worth, in that re- 
spect, what it cost, as it was worth in many other ways what it 
cost. 

Perhaps it is not quite germane to this immediate subject, but 
since it has occurred to me, I will mention it in connection with 
this long line of distinguished generals here before us, and many 
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others to whom it would equally well apply. Do you think that all 
these men rose from the humble positions of their youth to their 
present high places without some difficulties — some heart-burn- 
ings ? Do you not suppose there were many cases of merit unrec- 
ognized ? Was no man who should have been promoted neg- 
lected or passed over? Were there no cases even of injustice? 
Was no man, perhaps on the very verge of victory, turned back to 
his command, humiliated and mortified ? How many volumes, 
do you suppose, of angry controversy could have been written and 
printed within the last six years, had the American soldiers 
chosen to resort to it? Silently they have submitted. They 
leave their cause with you, fellow soldiers, and with their coun- 
trymen, confident of ultimate justice, but certainly never uttering 
one word for themselves. How beautiful and instructive to us 
all was the fraternity of feeling — the warm brotherhood and de- 
votion of that band of generals that led us at the close of the war ! 
In that respect they are an example to the Ameiican people, and 
high among them stands the man who now sits among us as our 
Chief Magistrate. [Applause.] In the kindness, the justice, the 
generosity of his feelings, not alone with the conquered rebels, 
but with his fellow soldiers, we have learned, I hope, the duty 
of obedience to law; the grandeur, the majesty, the power, of 
this national government ; and we shall learn hereafter to respect 
even more than we ever had before, the Chief Magistrate, the man 
who for four years carries aloft our national standard, then steps 
back into the ranks and salutes his successor. [Great and enthu- 
siastic applause.] 

The next regular toast was — 

THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 

The band here created a diversion by a spirited rendering of 
" Yankee Doodle, " after which, Governor Ingersoll of Connecti- 
cut was called upon to respond. 

He said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : This is an honored fete for 
a State to receive. The presence of the Chief Magistrate of the 
American people ; the applause of brave men ; the smiles of fair 
women ! [Applause.] What so fitting as a tribute to my State; 
or so deserving of the thanks which it is my privilege to render 
you? 

Sir, you must indulge the vanity that leads me to believe that 
this is not a mere formal act of courtesy; for when I look around 
this board, I know that, although you are, in one sense, most of you 
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strangers to the State of Connecticut, I know, too, that there are 
associations which make you akin to us. [Applause.] To you, 
Mr. President of the United States, the name of Connecticut can- 
not be mentioned without recalling Windsor and Torrence, where 
were the homes and are tlie graves of your patriots. You, Mr. 
General of the Army of the United States, cannot hear the name 
of Connecticut without recalling to you that you bear a name 
which for a century has been a household word with our people ; 
and that you carry the blood in your veins that was nurtured 
among the rich influences of Fairfield county. [Applause.] To 
you, Mr. President of the Society of the Army of the Potomac, and 
to your comrades here, the name of Connecticut at onoe calls up 
memories of comrades who, long ago, went to the front, and are 
awaiting you there. The true-hearted and the accomplished Mans- 
field, the fearless and reproachless Sedgwick. [Applause.] I pause. 
Sir, as I come to the living list — I might seem invidious where I do 
not feel it ; but Sir, personal feeling constrains me to mention one, 
at least, with whom in past years I have stood in the ranks of a 
peaceful profession — my townsman, Alfred Terry. [Applause.] 

Another comes up to my mind whom I remember only as a 
lad — a pink-cheeked boy — when I, another lad, carried to him 
years ago the intelligence that he was called into the service of 
his country, little dreaming that he was then to develop into one 
of the ablest Generals of the Army of the Potomac : that is, Hora- 
tio Wright of Connecticut. [Applause.] 

Mr. President, excuse these personalities. And what shall I 
say for our little State ? Sir, the State of Connecticut does not 
shme in the glare of military achievement. No historic battle- 
ground marks her soil ; and yet, Sir, in the war of the Kevolution 
she sent more troops into the field than any State but one ; and 
in the late conflict, with which you are so honorably identified, she 
yields to but two States of the twenty-four in the number of 
soldiers, in proportion to her population, which she sent into it. 
[Great Applause.] 

We are a peaceful people. Sir. Although we swarm when it is 
necessary to strike a blow, our people return contentedly to their 
quiet homes, where they pursue their intelligent industry, build- 
ing up — renewing the strength and the fabric of our national 
prosperity. In that, as my fi'iend General Hawley remarked, is, 
to my mind, the crowning glory of our vast armies so lately upon 
the field of war. Sir, above the valor in the field, and above the 
might of battle and the grandeur of conquest, was that grand 
achievement of those armies by which, when peace came, they 
were dissolved into the industrious citizens of our great Republic. 
Valor, Sir, is common. Other ages have possessed it. Other peoples 
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can show it. But no age in haman history — ^no people but- the 
American people, have ever witnessed such a spectacle as that 
which saw an army of a million of men disbanded and sent into 
the walks of civil life to pursue the intelligent industries which 
distinguish and adorn modern society. [**Good!" **Good ! *' and 
applause.] 

Mr. President : You must pardon me ; I am forgetting myself, 
and I tire you. [" No, no ; go on."] 

You know the ancient Romans thought it a wise custom to 
have somewhere about their banquets an emblem of immortality. 
We modern Yankees have substituted for that the post -prandial 
speech ; but I do not mean that you shall get any idea of eternity 
from anything I do. [Laughter and applause.] 

I thank you most cordially, not only for myself, but for the 
State whose people have honored me with their confidence, en- 
abling me thus to express feebly, in her behalf, those thanks for 
your attention. 

I leave, therefore, with you those thanks, and I trust, Sir, that 
the recollections of this evening may so identify the State of 
Connecticut with the Army of the Potomac, that you never will 
need again to recall her in words to carry with you the impression 
of this meeting here to-night. [Great applause.] 

The Third regular toast was now announced. It was — 

OUR NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

[Music : " Hail Columbia."] 

Hon. Henry Wilson was invited to respond. [Cheers for the 
Vice-President.] 

Mr. Wilson said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : Although I am not a soldier, I 
am always willing to obey orders. You command me. Sir — for as a 
command I take it — to speak for the nation's representatives at 
home and abroad. If you had asked me to speak for the Presi- 
dent, I think I could have done it ; for I have done that several 
times. [Laughter and applause.] If you had asked me to speak 
for the State of Connecticut, while I could not have done it with 
the grace and eloquence with which Connecticut's chief magistrate 
has just done it, still I could have spoken for Connecticut with all 
my heart. [Applause.] For I can never forget the services she 
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rendered to the Republic of the United States. History will cor- 
rectly record it, and transmit it to coming generations. I cannot 
forget the splendid services of Governor Buckingham [applause 
and cheers for the Governor] during that war ; nor can I forget the 
speeches and votes of Connecticut's Representatives in the National 
Councils ; nor the valor of the soldiers of Connecticut living, nor 
the heroism of those of her soldiers who have passed through 
death to Life. I cannot forget Lyon, nor Sedgwick [applause], 
nor Foote ; nor can I forget the men of Connecticut who volun- 
teered for the great service ; or those splendid young men who 
fought so bravely and died so gloriously. [Applause.] 

But, Sir, you ask, or rather command me, to speak for " the Na- 
tional Representatives at home and abroad." Well, it is a pretty 
hard subject to speak about. [Laughter.] In the first place, if I 
say anything in favor of the Representatives of the United 
States abroad, why, you understand I am "praising the Presi- 
dent's appointments." If I say anything against them, I am 
" censuring the President's appointments." You know you and I, 
and all the people of the country, hold him roponsible for giving 
us good representatives abroad. [Laughter.] 

I am very glad to say for our foreign representatives that, 
taking them as a whole, 1 think the United States is at this time 
as well represented abroad as at any other period of our history, 
during the past generation. [Applause and cheers.] There may 
be a chance to improve them a little. I take it the President, 
during the next four years, will try to do so. At any rate we 
shall " advise " him to that end. [Laughter.] 

But, the idea of speaking for the National Representatives *' at 
home" — at Washington! Why, nobody does that nowadays. 
[Laughter.] I think if I did it here to-night, I should be the 
only man in the country who would have said a kind word of 
them for the last three or four months at least. [Laughter.] I 
tell you, gentlemen, that I do not feel like joining in the outcry 
against them, although I might safely do it now [laughter], 
since I do not any longer belong to them. After a little more 
than eighteen years 1 have left the Senate, and taken a place 
that reminds me very much of a wheel that you used to see upori 
the batteries moving off to the war ; the wheel was of some ac- 
count if another wheel broke, but not otherwise. [Laughter.] I 
have come to the conclusion that leaving the Senate of the United 
States for the position of Vice-President, was leaving a place of 
responsibility and power, and accepting one in which 1 do not 
see tbe responsibility and do not feel the power. [Laughter.] I 
can, however, say this much to you, that bad as the National Rep- 
resentatives are — and as they are supposed to be — if you will 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



055 Jbifth Annual He- Union — Society of 

open the books of laws, you will find that during the last twelve 
years they enacted some important laws, and some I think that 
concern very nearly the men who fought for and saved the Re- 
public. [" Good ! " " good ! " and applause.] You will find that the 
action of Congress/^n regard to the officers and soldiers, has been 
the most liberal and generous ever enacted by a nation since the 
dawn of creation. You will find that during the last dozen years 
there have passed through Congress, with all its faults, measures 
that will aflfect for generations to come the interests of our be- 
loved country. 

I know it is a fashion nowadays to talk as though Congress 
did not do anything. Why, I read a speech — a scholarly speech 
too — delivered recently by one of the most learned men of New 
England, in which he spoke about Congress " talking a great deal 
and doing nothing ! " I thought I would just turn back to the 
old days, and see how many bills Congress had before it when I 
entered it, a little more than eighteen years ago, and compare the 
number with that at the last session. I did so. I found that at 
the first session I attended, Congress had had fifteen hundred bills 
before it ; and the number of bills before the last Congress which I 
attended as a member, and upon which Congress acted, was fifty- 
seven hundred. I thought I would go back to the time when the 
great men lived. So I went back to 1836, and found that the Con- 
gress of that year had before it seven hundred bills, against fifty- 
seven hundred at this last Congress. The Senate of that year had 
before it one hundred and seventy-four bills against one thousand 
seven hundred now. And the bills of the present are, I undertake 
to say, quite as important as the bills in those days. [Applause.] 

The truth of it is that Congress is like the people of this coun- 
try — neither better nor worse. If the people want Congress to be 
better, let them send better men to it. 1 do not think anybody 
can object to that. 

I hope, gentlemen, that we shall have good representatives 
abroad —wise and able and good men. I hope that we. shall have 
honest and good men in our national councils. I am among the 
men who believe that the great body of the men representing us 
abroad, and the great body of those representing us at home also, 
are men of individual honor and personal character, patriotic and 
devoted men, and I say it without reference to political opinions 
or partisan associations. [Applause.] 

I desire, gentlemen, to say just a few words to you while I am 
here on an important subject. You have assembled on this occa- 
sion to call up the memories of the past. Nobody can doubt your 
passionate, vehement, intense spirit of nationality [" No, sir," and 
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applause] — your love of liberty ; for you have fought for, and 
saved, your country. You have fought for liberty, and by your 
devotion and your sacrifices on the field you have made Amer- 
ica a nation of freemen. [Applause.] But you have yet other 
battles to fight and other fields to win. Among the objects which 
you must ceaselessly strive to attain is, not to be out-done by any 
portion or class of your fellow-men in a broad, kindly, generous 
feeling to all your countrymen— north, south, east and west. 
[Applause.] It is by loving the whole country — by loving aU the 
people of your country — by forgiving the weaknesses and wrongs 
of those who raised their hands against the country ; and by trying 
to breathe into all the spirit of nationality, and the love of equal and 
impartial liberty that we shall advance the interests, the honor, and 
the name of the Republic of the United States, for which the 
grand old Army of the Potomac fought so long and so bravely. 
[Great applause.] 

The Fourth regular toast was : 

"THE ARMY AND NAVY." 

Music: ** The Red, White and Blue." 
The General of the Army was called upon to respond. 

GENERAL SHERMAN's RESPONSE. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : It seems to me a little hard 
that I should be called upon to respond to a toast, as I am but a 
guest here to-night, and my task seems still the harder that it is a 
double task. For, surely the Navy ought to be represented 
here. I am quite certain that had any one officer, be he Admiral 
or midshipman, known of the presence here to-night of this Army 
of the Potomac before me, and of the ladies who crowd the gal- 
lery, they would respond to this toast on their own behalf and not 
have placed that duty on me. 

t 
The subject of the Navy is certainly a very inviting one. No 
one who has ever been to sea and observed a beautiful frigate of 
war rising up in the horizon, her proportions artistic and exact, 
with her spars all trimmed to a nicety, and her rigging in con- 
spicuous order, her batteries silent as a dream, and her decks as 
clean and pleasing as a parlor fioor — ^no one, I say, who has ever 
been to sea and observed such a spectacle can hesitate in believing 
that the profession of the sailorjs one of which that sailor has a 
right to feel proud. But, in truth, Mr. President, to expect a 
landsman to glow in praise of the sea, and the dangers and de- 
lights .of it, is more than ought to be expected of me. 
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I therefore pass to that subject which is more familiar to me — 
the Army. In this connection I will not confine myself to the 
Regular Army ; for I look upon you, gentlemen, as quite as much 
a part of the Army of the United States as the regular body of 
men enrolled and paid by Congress at this day, and called the 
"Regular Army" of the United States. [Applause.] I have 
seen you quicken at the sound of the reveiUe. You recognized 
to-night, very quickly, the old familiar call for dinner ; and I have 
no doubt that if your country were to call upon you to-morrow, 
you would buckle on your old sword-belts and feel again just as 
you did eight years ago, before you were disbanded and came 
back to your homes. [Applause.] And you, representatives of 
the Army of the Potomac, are not alone in this. From one ex- 
tremity to the other of our bright land thousands and tens of 
thousands still live — though so many have died — who would 
pi'omptly respond to the call of their country ; and who would be 
as good soldiers as the Regulars, who now guard, sparsely, our 
wide extent of frontier. In my opinion the Army of the United 
States might to-day, instead of being restricted to the number of 
the thii;ty thousand men composing its ostensible and enrolled 
strength, be numbered by hundreds of thousands; and any people 
looking at the little army which we seem now to have, and rely- 
ing on that littleness, would he very much astonished it they were 
to attempt a landing upon our shores. [Laughter and applause.] 
Nothing can give greater pleasure to the man who loves his 
country than watching the spirit which animates and actuates 
* you, gentlemen, this evening ; for it establishes beyond all question 
that there is a reserved strength in this nation far beyond the 
calculation of the superficial observer. So that the people of this 
country need not for a moment apprehend any danger, come from 
what foreign quarter it may. [Applause.] 

I, for one, am perfectly willing to pass all subjects of contro- 
versy to the Peace Congress. We of the Regular Army are 
essentially peace men. We love pea(;e — we love it so well that 
we will fight for it. [Laughter and applause.] That is all you 
did in the war: you rose up and buckled on your armor that you 
might secure peace in the land you loved — loved dearer than your 
lives. 

Many of our best men have passed away. We heard to-day a 
tribute to one of our noblest and best leaders ; and it gave me 
great satisfaction to know that when we pass away there will be 
others remaining who will do us justice. In life we cannot always 
speak our minds ; but truth, like the diamond, will be resplendent 
long after we are dead and forgotten. So with General Meade. 
I heard to-day a clear and explicit explanation of some things 
which were to me dark and unintelligible ; and I feel more and 
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more confidence in the truth, and in the belief that there are men 
living now who will retain that truth and will reveal it to after gen- 
erations. [Applause.] 

These meetings of armies held here and held in New York, Bos- 
ton, and in other places throughout this broad land not only do 
food, but they do more than good. See the galleries here to-night, 
lied with ladies and children. They will convey to another age 
and to future times the lesson of patriotism. After we shall have 
gone, they will take up the spirit which you display here to-night, 
and they will remember with pride that they saw us here to- 
night, and if danger arises they will remember and be actuated 
by it promptly. [Applause. ] Gentlemen, I assure you that this 
meeting is but one of many I have attended in which all were 
actuated by the same spirit — all actuated by the same love of 
country — all inspired with the same feeling ; no jealousies of 
north, south, east or west, but all imbued with one common 
thought, and that pure patriotism. [Applause.] We have a 
country broad and extensive, one worth loving — grand enough to 
be loved : it is full of brave men and noble women, and there is 
no soldier who would not willingly die for it. [Applause.] 

The soldiers of the Regular army seem to be classed by some 
of our fellow-citizens as in a lower scale than the Volunteers ; 
and I fear that Congress also sometimes takes that view of the 
case. I beg those who make the laws to remember that the 
Regular soldiers, though they be paid only thirteen dollars a 
month, are m>en^ that they have lives as dear to themselves as 
other men's lives to them, [applause] ; that they have families 
and children who look to them for support ; and, if the country 
treats them generously and confides in them, they will never 
betray it. They never have betrayed it, and they never will do 
so. The same is true of these young officers who are now grow- 
ing up. They, too, are stimulated by the confidence you show 
them, and which Congress and the country show them; and 
they will grow up to be heroes, and some of them perhaps to be 
Presidents, too. [Laughter and applause.] I am fully sensible 
of the feeling which pervades you all, and in the name of the 
Army and Navy of the country, I thank you for it. [Great ap- 
plause and cheers for General Sherman, the band playing " When 
we were marching through Georgia. "] 

The Fifth regular toast was then given : 

"THE CITY OF KEW^HAVEN." 

[Music : " Home, Sweet Itome."] 
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Responded to by Honorable H. G. Lewis, Mayor of that city, 
who said : 

Mb. President — and, as I see many of my fellow-citizens pres- 
ent, permit me, sir, to add — My fellow-citizens : I am not fright- 
ened by the vast audience before me ; but the great intelligence 
that surrounds me makes me somewhat tremulous. Still, it affords 
me a great pleasure, and I esteem it a special honor, to be called 
upon to-night to represent my city. It is a real pleasure. I am 
not going through the past history of the war. I am not going to 
allude to his Excellency, the President, with his serried fronts be- 
fore him. I do not propose to allude to our distinguished General 
of the Army on his weird way to the sea. I do not propose to al- 
lude to the distinguished Lieutenant-General on his travels — trav- 
els that no reporter could report [laughter and applause] — ^for no 
man knew where he was, and therefore the record can never be 
written. He was here to-day and there to-morrow ; but when he 
returns to his post, his record is always cl^ar, his achievements are 
always brilliant, and his escutcheon is always bright. I am not 
going to allude to the past history of my own State. His Excel- 
lency, the Governor, has alluded to that in fitter language than I 
can command. I do not propose to do any of these things, be- 
cause it is not expected that I should do so. I might perhaps go 
back a hundred and forty years, and I might find in our own vicin- 
ity and midst at that day — a vicinity which then was the frontier 
of the nation — a warfare somewhat parallel to the warfare now 
going on thousands of miles distant. That is not my province 
however. I see before me to-night distinguished Generals ; I see 
before me the President of the nation ; I see before me the officer 
next in civic rank, the Vice-President ; I see before me the Gen- 
eral of the Army, and the Lieutenant-General of the Army ; I see 
many distinguished people of the country, all of whom have come 
here to honor my city and my constituents by their presence. 
For that I feel grateful ; for that my city feels honored. And I 
have to return you thanks, Mr. President, and yow, Mr. President 
of the United States, and you^ Mr. Vice-President, and all of you 
gentlemen of the Army, both regular and volunteer — I thank you, 
as the representative and as chief magistrate of the city of New 
Haven, for the honor you have conferred upon our city by select- 
ing it as the place of your re-union this year. [Applause.] The 
courtesy thus displayed by these our great SalvatorSy and by you 
all, is, 1 assure you, highly appreciated by the people of New 
Haven. 

All these gentlemen around me here, from the President of the 
United States down, Jiave agreed with me that they will partici- 
pate in the procession to-morrow. I have told them that it is a 
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part of their duty as public servants, to give the people an oppor- 
tunity of seeing them. [Applause.] The people demand it of them ; 
and it is no more than fair and right that it should be so. 
[Laughter and applause.] They have promised me that they 
will attend the review to-morrow, and if any of them— from 
the President down — sees fit to leave the city before we get 
through the performance, the chief of police has his orders from 
me — they are not going. [Laughter.] 

The people of New Haven, permit me to repeat, are grateful — 
I speak whereof I know — very grateful to the Army of the Poto- 
mac, and to the Grand Army of the Republic, and all the other 
organizations that have honored us with their presence, and with 
the selection of our city for their re-union. God bless them, and 
God bless the whole nation. [Applause.] 

The next regular toast was announced as 

"TALE AND HER SISTER UNIVERSITIES." 

[Music : " Lauriger Horatius."] 
President Porter of Yale was called on to respond. 
He said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : I thank you for the compli- 
ment, and for the privilege which I have, in response, to bid you 
welcome to Yale College. Particularly, I invite you, gentlemen, 
— any of you who may see fit, to meet us on our college grounds 
at any hour to-morrow, when we shall have much pleasure in 
showing you through the different apartments. I take this oppor- 
tunity also, in the name of Yale College, to express the special 
thanks of the University to the General of the Army, General 
Sherman, and the Lieutenant-General, General Sheridan, for the 
special services which they have been enabled incidentally to ren- 
der to the University and to the cause of science. It may not be 
known that one of our professoi*s, Professor Marsh, has been of 
late prosecuting certain exploring expeditions through the West 
and Northwest, in search of the fossil remains of what science 
leads uR to believe are the bones of our undeveloped ancestors. 
[Laughter.] These gentlemen have been so kind as to further his 
researches, and in consequence our museum is likely to be greatly 
enriched. I hope the chief magistrate, whose business it is " Jste 
quid detrimenti reipuhlicoB advenieV^ [laughter], will — of course 
you can all translate that in the Army [renewed laughter] : cer- 
tainly you have all translated it into action, 

A VOICE : Oh, we all speak that in the Army. [Laughter. ] 
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President Porter : I do not wonder. [Laughter.] It was 
only last evening that I learned, from demonstration, what a 
witty, as well as wise and accomplished Provost Marshal-Gen- 
eral the Army was blessed with, [Applause.] 

Now, as to Yale College and the war, let me say a few words. 
Yale College was not an indifferent spectator in the great con- 
test. Yale did something in the service. She opened her exami- 
nation hall as a place of bivouac for three or four companies that 
went out on the three months' service, and if I mistake not, 
General Hawley, our gallant representative, took his first ex- 
perience of a hard bed on the floor of that examination hall. 
[Laughter. ] Moreover, we watched General Terry, our gallant 
townsman and our trusted friend, at the head of the First Con- 
necticut regiment ; and we watched with no less interest our 
friend General Hawley, as, at the head of an army, he went for- 
ward with a zeal and courage that carried him through from the 
begining to the end, true to the cause. And moreover, we sent from 
our own graduates five hundred and sixty into the field [^* Good ! " 
" good ! '' and applause], and if you add to that some one hundred 
and seventy of undergraduates in the College, and all the non- 
graduates who had been members of the College, we furnished 
some seven hundred and fifty. And if you count, as we have a 
right to count, among the graduates but two thousand four 
hundred as within the military age, 1 think we furnished a very 
fnr proportion of our sons for the contest. We furnished also 
one of the first offerings on the altar of the country, in the person 
of the gallant Winthrop, who went forth to his death with the 
gayety of one who goes to a feast. And when it was all over, 
we gathered those of our sons together who remained, and we 
feasted them in this hall in the presence of the honored names 
and the honored memories of the dead, whom we could not fail 
to remember. 

It seems to me there is something significant, Mr. President, 
in the gathering of this assemblage in the presence of what is 
sometimes called the shadow — I should prefer that it be called 
the light — of this University. For if the presence of this Uni- 
versity has any meaning in this connection, it is this, that the 
University may represent the Muse or Genius of History, that shall 
by-and-by calmly record these great transactions and do honor to 
those who deserve to be remembered. I am quite sure that when 
the Muse of History does make that record, she will not forget that 
great, God-given man who was raised up by Divine hand, and 
endowed with a divine genius, and inspired with wisdom, as from 
the presence of God, to do the great work which the American 
people had called him to do. And I am certain that it will not 
be necessary to depreciate his merits, or to do any dishonor to 
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his genius in order to do justice to the accomplished statesman 
and the practiced diplomatist who was so efficient in the service 
of our foreign relations. 

I think also that when the Muse of History comes to count the 
roll of our great Generals whom I see in a line before me, she will 
find that, from one to the other, they need not shrink in the com- 
parison with the great leaders of ancient or modern times. He 
who sits at the head [President Grant], in calm reticence, in 
persevering tenacity in war, in wise magnanimity in peace; he 
who sits next [General Sherman], with scholarlike acquaintance 
with military science, and with the flash of genius that gives it 
life and force ; he who sits next [General Sheridan], whose 
cavalry-rides the Uhlanen with their spears might well envy, 
and whose name has become a synonym for dash and spirit in 
military movement ; he who sits next [General McDowell], true 
and faithful from beginning to end ; he who sits next [General 
Burnside], whom all delight to honor and trust — all will shine 
on the page of history as among the greatest of the great. 
[Applause.] 

But perhaps the greatest thing that will be recorded will be 
the fact that the great army of men that had been gathered 
together at the call of their country, quietly dispersed and re- 
turned to the employments and the pleasures of civic life, only to 
re-appear now and then to revive the memories of the past and 
to do honor to the illustrious dead. [Great applause, and three 
cheers for President Porter.] 

The next regular toast being 

'* THE OKATOR OP THE DAY.'* 

[Music: "Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!''] 

General Devens was called upon to respond. 

He said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : I have a full right to be kept 
out of the field to-night, since I was ordered into the skirmish 
lines by General Burnside yesterday evening, and since I have 
been in the front to-day. Having been brought into action 
again, however, I will say that I am much obliged to you for 
the cordiality with which the toast just given has been re- 
ceived. 

It certainly would be inexcusable in me, after having occupied 
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your time for more than an hour this afternoon, to attempt now to 
make a protracted address. It was my fortune this afternoon to 
speak of a great chieftain, a great leader, and of a great field ; and 
as I spoke of a great chieftain and a great leader, I desire to speak 
of him as a representative also of all the army. When speaking, 
as I often have occasion to do, in terms of laudation of the officers 
who have commanded the army, I desire at the same time always 
to speak in the same terms of the soldiers who were under their 
command. [Applause.] I desire it always to be remembered that 
the fame of the officer rests on the fame of the soldier. [Renewed 
applause.] Who is there that, looking back upon these troublous 
times of war, and remembers that he filled the position of an officer, 
and recalls how brave and true and faithful our men always were, 
does not wish that it had been given him oftener to command them 
better than he did ? [ApplauseJ You cannot separate the fame 
of the officer and the soldier. You cannot distinguish the fame of 
Sherman from that of every bronzed veteran that marched with 
him to the sea. [Renewed applause.] You cannot separate the 
splendid glory of Grant from that of every veteran whose bayonet 
formed a part of that wall of steel that encircled the environed and 
encompassed Lee. [Tremendous applause.] 

Sir, I remember, when the distinguished Marshal Ney was brought 
to his doom (the most unfortunate stain almost that exists upon 
the Bourbon race), and the usher read to him the long list of his 
titles — baptized as he had been by the name of almost every bat- 
tle-field of Europe — " Duke of Elchingen," *' Prince of Moscow," 
and many others, he waved his hand impatiently : " Call me,** 
said he, "Michel Ney, a French (Soldier." [Applause.] So, Sir, 
to-day, there is no one man who has led us, of the great leaders 
whom I have named, who does not feel it is his proudest title that 
he is an American soldier. [Great applause. ] 

Speaking then of a great leader and a great chieftain, as it was 
my privilege to do to-day, I speak of him as a representative of the 
soldiers who went forth from these States. When I remem- 
ber how hard it is, in our system of education, free as it is ; in an 
age when opinion is free ; in a country where we cultivate that 
freedom of opinion, to give up, as a man is necessarily compelled 
to do, his own will, and submit to be guided by the will of another, 
I feel that I cannot do justice to the enlisted men of our armies. 
[Applause.] Side by side, they were with us on every battle-field. 
Side by side, as well, they sleep with their officers in the common 
repose of death on many a field made glorious with their blood. 
Side by side, they returned to receive all the honors of a grateful 
people. [Applause.] 

Thb President [General McDowell] : In addition to the speech 
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of the orator of the day, we would be very glad to hear from the 
poet of the occasion, General Van Zandt. [ Applause, and cries 
of«VanZandt!"] 

REMARKS OP GENERAL VAN ZANDT. 

General Van Zandt arose, and when the applause had subsided, 
said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : I can scarcely imagine why 
I am called upon to respond to a toast to " The Orator of the 
Day," when that gentleman has already so ably spoken for him- 
self. Still, Sir, it affords me peculiar gratification to sieze this op- 
portunity to make a few apologies for some desultory remarks 
which my muse was inadvertently led into in the course of the 
afternoon. [Laughter.] It is certain that the *' Poeta iiascitur " 
did not preside at my advent, and " Orator fit '' is an attack which 
I have never yet experienced. But, Sir, I have desired to apologize 
for the remarks, as I have already said, which my muse dropped 
into in such a slip-shod manner ; and I do it from a comparatively 
selfish motive. It is my intention to-morrow morning, at about 
half-past five o'clock — because I am obliged to leave for my little 
State of Rhode Island at a very early hour — to apply to the Presi- 
dent of the United States for an office. I will call upon him at 
half-past five punctually, and the appointment which I confidently 
anticipate is that of Poet Laureate to the administration [laughter 
and applause], promising, however, Mr. Commandant, that the sal- 
ary shall be paid in gvQQn-bays instead of gvQQn-backs, 

I have received assurances during the afternoon of the support 
of General Sherman and General Sheridan. Both these gentlemen 
tell me they would recommend me for that distinguished position 
upon one condition, and that was that I would draw the salary 
with punctilious regularity, and never write any more rhymes ! 
[Great laughter.] But, it appears to me. Sir, after the effort I 
made this afternoon, when I went up like a small rocket with a few 
scintillations and corruscations, that in getting on my feet again 
to-night I may come down like a stick [laughter], and, like a rocket, 
result only in a fizzle. [Renewed laughter.] 

There is a thought that has occurred to me to-night, and, with 
your permission, I will briefly call your attention to it. There is a 
singular omission, it strikes me, in the toasts of the evening, as 
they are called. They are certainly beautifully printed, and upon 
delicately tinted paper, but there is no proper suggestion of the 
li(juids in which those toasts should have been drunk. Even at 
this late hour I will, with your permission, give a few hints upon 
that subject. 
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The first toast on the list is, '*The President of the United 
States." Ably and fitly has it been responded to. The gentle- 
man who occupies that position, distinguished in his military 
career, with the civic wreath resting lovingly and beautifully 
where the laurels of war repose ; a gentleman distinguished not 
only for his success in arras, his admirable administration of civic 
affairs, but that great, that golden, that sublime virtue of reti- 
cence. Therefore, Mr. Commandant, I would suggest that the 
health of the President of the United States be drunk in 
" MumnCs Cabinet." [Uproarious laughter.] 

The next toast is, *' The State of Connecticut. " It appears to 
me that that time-honored State — that all the traditions and le- 
gends that cling so beautifully around her — should be drunk in 
Sangaree, That is a spicy drink, and there is nutmeg on it, you 
know. [Laughter.] 

The next toast is, "Our National Representatives ; " and the 
Vice-President of the United States has spoken in their defense. 
That toast certainly should be drunk in ^^ Mixed lAquors^'*^ 
[laughter] because some of the aforesaid, representatives, at spas- 
modic intervals, at least, made ^^ p(a)unches^' of themselves. That, 
Sir, is intended as a little Jew ^esprit. 

The next toast is, " The Army," That calls up a great variety 
of suitable and appropriate beverages. I know what the gentle- 
men of the Ninth Army Corps would drink that in — ^' Amhrosia^^ 
the drink of the gods. They all remember their JVbctes Ambro- 
siance — their " Nights with A mbrose?'* [Laughter and applause.] 
Sherman's grand march to the sea, carried on with such impetus and 
force and enthusiasm that it might have carried him even farther 
than the beetling crags that guard the shores of Georgia, might 
fitly be drunk in anything that would get us '* half seas over." 
[Laughter. ] And last, but not least, the toast that we would all 
drink with such loving punctilio would be a toast to the great 
cavalry General. The first idea suggested by the cavalry would 
be to drink it in " Hock," would it not ? [laughter] — and, if that 
would not answer, we would " Fill Sherry-den^'^ [Great laughter 
and applause.] 

The next toast is, " The Navy." That has been fittingly re- 
sponded to by him who conquered on the land and the margin of 
the sea. That brings us memories of Farragut. Sadly we all feel 
as we picture him lashed to the mast-head of the vessel, near the 
heavens then, and nearer afterwards, and in them, among the 
angels now. So, Mr. Commandant, we drink to the Navy in 
PorU [Laughter.] 
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The city of New Haven has been toasted — that beautiful metrop- 
olis of Connecticut. I have seen it to-day spread out before me 
like a sweet, delicious panorama, with its beautiful residences and 
the exquisite architecture displayed on all its public and private 
buildings. We will take that in a beverage somewhat unfamiliar 
to some of us. We will drink it in cold water [laughter] ; because 
cold water throws its jets heavenward from all the graceful foun- 
tains that cluster around the beautiful villas that adorn its magnifi- 
cent lawns — cold water that comes down from the heavens in 
sweet dew-drops, and lies in crystal on the budding boughs of 
those o'erarching elms of New Haven, that lend the glory of their 
height to the star-decked h(e)aven above. [Laughter.] 

" Yale and her sister Universities " have been toasted. When I 
was at college I did not drink anything — of course. [Laughter.] 
But at the same time the name of the Institution, and the name of 
its honored and respected president, suggest the appropriate bever- 
ages — (Y)ale and Porter, of course. [Great laughter.] 

And the " Orator of the Day " — the man who has fought in 
two wars — ^he with the Revolutionary blood in his viens — the one 
who has so gracefully appeared before you to-day, and done honor 
alike to the State which he represents, and to my own little State 
of " Rhody, " that nestles so lovingly under the lee of its great 
sister Massachusetts. Of course we drink to him with memories 
of the pilgrim fathers fresh in our hearts, with all the perfume and 
aroma and sweetness of the delicious May-flowers that may be 
gathered at this season of the year before us. We drink to that, 
Sir, in " the spirit of '76." [Laughter.] 

The next toast — one to which a response is yet to come, is, " To 
our sweethearts and wives." I have been somewhat indignant 
all the evening, because I have not been called to respond to it 
[laughter] ; though I see it is illogically put here, for it reads " To 
our wives and sweethearts." That is not the logical sequence. It 
ought to have been worded *' Our sweethearts and wives ; " and I 
can only infer what is a peculiar source of satisfaction to me, that 
it is allowable in Connecticut, where men haVe reed wives, that 
they shall have ideal sweethearts. [Laughter.] And the bever- 
age—the beautiful beverage in which we shall drink to this toast, 
taken from the dim, cool, cavernous recesses of the richest cellar, 
will, of course, occur immediately to all of you. I know myself 
what it is. As I have looked at the galleries of this Hall this even- 
ing, and directly in the neighborhood of the floor, I have seen the 
angels clustering around me overhead. I have seen Yenus, the star 
of the evening, rising near me ; and I desire, therefore, to propose 
that when the next list of toasts is prepared, the ^' sweethearts and 
wives " will be directed to be drunk in that beverage cool, luscious, 
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sparkling, and beautiful as the brown eyes of Juno — ^My-dear-a. 
[Laughter and applause, followed by '* Three cheers for the wit of 
the evening, General Van Zandt. "] 

The next and last toast on the list was — 

** OUR WIVES Ain> SWEETHEARTS. " 

[Music : " The girl I left behind me. "] 

Tlie President : For a response to this toast, I shall call upon a 
gentleman having no experience in one branch of it, but who is 
believed to have a good deal in the other — Lieutenant-General 
Sheridan. [Laughter and applause.] 

The Lieutenant-General, in deference to the wishes of his 
friends (the entire audience), was taken in charge by some gen- 
tlemen of nerve and placed upon the banqueting table. From 
this exalted position he made his response. 

RESPONSE OP GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

Comrades : I think that the gentleman who called upon me to 
respond to this toast must be of the very same avoirdupois as this 
gentleman here [General Van Zandt], whose weight is rising 
two hundred, because I do not think anybody else would do it, just 
from the fear, you know, that I would attack him, you know. 
[Laughter and applause.] You have immunity, Mr. President, 
simply on account of your size. 

As to the toast, I have to say that I do not know much about 
wives, but if I had been called upon to talk about husbands, you 
know — [Laughter.] Well, never mind. I have been unfortunate all 
my life. Every ti:ne I met anybody that I thought I could get 
up a sentiment for, shfe was either already married or engaged to be, 
you know. [Laughter.] But I want to say one thing in my own 
behalf: that I never learnt anything bad^ unless I learnt it from 
somebody's husband, you know. [Laughter.] 

As to the sweethearts : I have been " going the rounds " here 
under charge of his honor, the Mayor, you know/and I find it all 
very nice, I assure you ; and we have laid out a programme for 
to-morrow, you know. [Laughter.] I have not had near so 
many sweethearts as you all think. [Renewed laughter.] But 
I have seen a great many that I have just " gone for," you know, 
on the slightest encouragement, you know. [Laughter.] The 
Vice-President said a good deal about the nation's representa- 
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lives. I have this to say : that the only real representatives — 
the representatives in whom 1 felt the greatest pride, when I was 
abroad — were the ladies of this country. [Laughter and applause.] 
I met them everywhere I went to on that side of the ocean. I 
met them in London, in Rome, in Paris, in Berlin, Vienna, and 
everywhere else ; and I can assure you that we had no representa- 
tives on the other side that we could be so proud of. I am only 
sorry for the people on the other side, who can feel nothing like 
the pride we feel, in having such sweethearts and wives as repre- 
sentatives among them. 

Now, I do not like to " run down " any nation, nor the ladies 
of any nation ; but I just want to say that while in Europe I went 
to Nice, and got into the Navy there. I visited the whole of our 
squadron — ^I do not know but what the President sent the ships 
down specially to take our girls on board ; but at any rate, pretty 
nearly everybody in the south of France went down to look at 
them, you know. They were perfectly charming. [Laughter.] 
Hadn't I better stop now ? ['* No ! " " No ! " " Go on ! "] Well 
I will stop on that subject at all events. 

I have a few earnest words to say to you, comrades. I want 
first to express my very great gratification at the very large at- 
tendance here this evening. I have remarked during the day that, 
as the saying is, " Somebody is a thinning of us out. " Every 
year some of us go: we are all going, you know— we must go 
some time — and it seems to me that every succeeding year ought 
to increase our interests in these Army associations. We ought 
not to allow any troubles which may come up, or which may have 
existed heretofore, to destroy the good feeling that we ought to 
have for each other, [Great applause.] If I had anything 
aeainst anybody heretofore, belonging to this army, I would judt 
like to shake hands with him now, you know. One thing you can 
depend upon: there is nobody belonging to this army that can 
get up any quarrel with me. 

I do not know who is going to be the last of us ; but I hope that 
I shall be that individual ; and if I am, I shall take the whole cata- 
logue of drinks that General Van Zandt referred to this evening. 
[Uproarious laughter and applause, during which the General re- 
sumed his seat.] 

Three cheers having been proposed for General Sheridan, were 
given with a will. 

The president of the Society having left the chair, accompanied 
by the President of the United States and other invited guests. 
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many of them left the hall ; others, however, proceeded to the gal- 
leries, where the ladies still remained in large numbers, to witness 
the informal organization of the Bummers of the Army of the Po- 
tomac. The Secretary is sorry to state that the classical word 
*' bummers " was misprinted '' business " in the report of the last 
proceedings. The Bummers' meeting at New Haven was equal in 
success to the regular organization. A fine portrait of Benny 
Havens adorned the table, as appropriate to the occasion, and 
the merriment was prolonged until an early hour in the morning, 
when the Society formed, and marched to the New Haven House, 
where, a serenade having been given to General Sheridan, the So- 
ciety was disbanded for another year. 

IRWIN McDowell, 

Major- General, 

President. 
GEORGE H. SHARPE, 

Brevet Major- General, 

Secretary, 
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Subsequent to the adjournment of the Society, the President 
appointed the following Executive Committee, who are charged 
with all the arrangements in connection with the Sixth Annual 
Re-union : 

First Corps — General Robert B. Beath. 
Second Corps — Colonel W. W. Jennings. 
Third Corps — Colonel Clayton McMichael. 
Fifth Corps — General William McCandless. 
Sixth Corps — General James W. Latta. 
Ninth Corps — General John J. Curtin. 
Eleventh Corps — General Adolph Bushbeck. 
Twelfth Corps — General Joseph F. Knipe. 
Artillery Corps — Captain George W. Durrell. 
Cavalry Corps — Colonel H. S. Thomas. 

General Staff—Kuo^ A. WILSON l^ORRIS, 

Chairman* 
Major LANE S. HART, 

Secretary* 

The Chairman and Secretary of the Committee may be ad- 
dressed at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
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THE SIXTH AII^NUAL EE-UEIOlJi^ 

will be held at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on Tuesday, the 12th 
of May, 1874. 

Major-General McDowell 
will preside ; and the oration will be delivered by 

General A. B. McCalmont, 
of Pennsylvania. 



On Monday, May 11th, the Ninth Corps will meet at 3 o'clock, 
p. M., and Hartranft's Division will meet at 5 o'clock, P. M. 

At nine o'clock of the same evening, the banquet of the Ninth 
Army Corps and Buniside Expedition will take place. 

On Tuesday, the 12th, the Sixth Corps will meet at 9 o'clock, 
A. M., and the Cavalry Corps will meet at 10 o'clock, a. m. 

The military order of the Loyal region will also meet at the 
same hour, namely, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

At 11 o'clock, A. M., will take place the public meeting of the 
Society of the Army of the Potomac. 

After the delivery of the oration and poem, and short addresses 
by the distinguished army and corps commanders present, the 
business meeting will follow, with the reports of the officers 
and election of officers. 
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At 8 o'clock in the evening, the Governor of Pennsylvania will 
give a reception to the officers and soldiers present, at Harrisburg, 
at the several re-unions ; and at 10 o'clock of the same evening 
will take place the regular banquet of the Society of the Army of 
the Potomac. 

GEORGE H. SHARPE, 

Secretary, 
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Russell, H. S., Col. & Bvt. Brig. Gen. 5th 

Mass. Cav Boston, Mass. 

Richardson, A. H. G., Capt. & Bvt. Maj. 

114th Pa. V Washington, D. C. 

Robins, Edward B.. 1st Lt., Bvt. Cupt. 30th 

Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Reed, J. C, Lt. 3d Penn. Cav do. 

Rice, James H., Capt. 19th Mass. V Alston, Ma<s. 

Roberts, C. W., Bvt. Brig. Gen Bangor, Me. 

Reider, Howard J., Capt. Ist Infy, U. S. A.. .Easton, Pa. 

Robinson, O. O. G., Maj. 3d Pa. Cav Philadelphia, Pa. 

Reynolds, John A., Bvt. Col. Ist N. Y. Art'y . Rochester, N. Y. 
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Bbod€«,. E. H., Col . 3d R I. V J^roridenc*', R I. 

Bogera. Hontio. Col. 2d Rl. V do. 

Band, S. A,, Capt. 2d Ohio V Maduoo, Oluo. 

f^hnrt, C, Capt. 7tb X. Y. Aif j Albany. N.T. 

Soclliog. F. G., Sorg New Tork City. 

SackeU, Deloa B., Brt. Maj. Gen Washington, D. C. 

Sharpe, Geo. H., Brt. Maj. Gen. 120th N. T.V.Ncw York Oty. 

Spear, Percy B., Col do. 

Spaalding, Ira, Brt. Brijr. Gen. 50th X.Y. Eng. do. 

Hcbermerhom, F. A., Capt do. 

Stanton, D. L., Bn. Brig. Gen Baltimore, Md. 

Stryker,Wm. G.,BTt. Maj XewYorkOty. 

Stodley. J. M., Capt. loth Mass*. V Providence. R. 1. 

Spaulding, Charles F., Sergt. 9th N. Y. S. M.New York City. 

Skeels, C. L., Capt. and A. D. C do. 

Slocom, H. W., Maj. Gen Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Spinola, P. B., Brig. Gen New York City. 

Smith, Joseph J., Bvt. Brijr. Gen Bangor, Me. 

Smith, A. M. C, Jr., Bvt. Maj. 2d X. Y.V.Cav.New York aty. 

Sanlsbory, John A., Maj. 10th Vt. Y Rutland, Vt. 

Strang, Edward J., Bvt. Lt. Col New Orleans, La. 

Sheridan, Philip H., Lt. Gen Washington, D. C. 

Stannard, George J., Maj. Gen Berlin jjton, Vt. 

Stiles, H. Creseon, Sarsr. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Spangler, Aaron, Col. 110th Ohio V Osborne, O. 

Stillwell, George W., Bvt. Col. 67tb N. Y. V.Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Stewart, Charies B., 50th N. Y. Eng New York City. 

Smith, Andrew J., Col. and A. A. G Syracuse, N. Y. 

Shreve, William I'., Maj. 2d U. S. S'pshooters. Boston, Mass. 

Stewart, Matthew, Capt. 73d N. Y. V New York City. 

Stelle, Geo. M., Capt. 8th N. Y. V Jersey aty, N. J. 

Sharp, Jacob, Bvt. Brig. Gen New York City. 

Spear, Samuel P., Col. & Bvt. Maj. Gen do. 

Stiner, Joseph H., Maj. 59th N. Y. V do. 

Smith, Gabriel L., Lt. Col. 107th N. Y. V. . .Elmira, N. Y. 

Shaler, Alexander, Bvt. Maj. Gen New York City. 

Staples, Frank, Lt. 4th N. Y. Cav San Jose, Cal. 

Staples, James W., Capt. 78th N. Y. V. . . . . . do. 

Starrow, Samuel A., Bvt. Maj. & Ass't. Surg. Fort Jefferson, Fla. 
Steethammer, Chas., Ist Lt. 17th U. S. Infy.Wasbinjrton, D. C. 
Sherman, Horace P., Hos. Stew. 18tliMass. V.Boston, Mass. 

Sewell, James A., Lt. Col. 59th N. Y. V New York- City. 

Sprague, Waldo, Capt. 17th N. Y. V do. 

Shorkley, George, Capt. 15th U. S. Inf y Washington, D. C. 

Suydam, Chas. C, Lt. Col. 3d N. J. Cav. . . .Elizabeth, N. J. 
Schuyler, Philip, Cap.&Bv.Maj. 14th U,S. In.New York City. 
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Sterling, Charles R., Capt. 62d N.Y. V New York City. 

Simon, F. W., Maj.Sth Md. V 

Sterling, W. R., Major Philadelphia, Pa. 

Schofield, James K., Lt. Col do. 

Sweeney, B. H., Capt. 20th Pa. Cav Westchester, Pa. 

Smith, W. F., Sergr. 0th Pa. Cav Elizabeth, N. J. 

Schortan, Theo., S-rgt. 1st U. S. Sh'pshooters. New York City. 

Stauffv.'r, W. D., Capt. Ist Pa. Res Lancaster, Pa. 

Simms, Wm. T., Maj. 59th N. Y. V New York City. 

Schwench, Sam. K., Cap. & Bv. Lt.Col.U.S. A. Washington, D. C. 

Smith, Geo. F., Col. 01st Pa. V Westchester, Pa. 

Sweitzer, J. Bowman, Col. & Bvt. Brig. Gen. .Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Sallada, Wm. H New York City. 

Sargent, Horace Binney, Col. &Bvt. Brig. Gen. 

1st Mass. Cav Boston, Mass. 

See, Clement R., Capt. 2d Pa. Cav Philadelphia, Pa. 

Shurtleff, Hiram S., Capt. 56th Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Shattuck, F. R,, Capt. Signal Corps Boston, Mass. 

Sleeper, J. Henry, Bvt. Maj. 10th Mass. Bat'y. do. 

Summerhayes, J. W., Capt. & Bvt. Maj. 20th 

Mass. V Washington, D. C. 

Sherwin, Thus.. Bvt. Brig. Gen. 20th Mass. V.Boston, Mass. 

Stranahau, F. S., Capt. 1st Vt. Cav St. Albans, Vt. 

Stone, Lincoln R., Bvt. Col. &Surg.2dMa8S. V.Newton, Mass. 
Stevenson, Luther J., Bvt. Bri^. Gen. 82d 

Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Seammell, Wm. H., Lt. 40th N. Y. V Milford, Mass. 

Spaulding, J. W., Lt. Col. 19th Me. V Richmond, Me. 

Shaw, James, Jr., Col. & Bvt. Brig. Gen. 1st 

R. I. V Providence, R. L 

Sawin, R. L., Ist Lt. & A. A. G East Cambridge, Mass. 

Small, Edward E., Sergt. Signal Corps Bangor, Me. 

Smith, A. N., Corp'l 18th N. H. V Concord, N. H. 

Start, Romeo H., Capt. 3d Vt. Bat'y Burlington, Vt. 

Sewall, F. D., Col. 19th V Bath, Me. 

Scott, Julien, Private 3d Vt. V New York City. 

Stanard, A. L., Col. 2d Cal. V San Francisco, Cal. 

Scott, A. E., Sergt. 6th O. V Toledo, Ohio. 

Swift, F. W., Bvt. Brig. Gen. 17th Mich. V. .Detroit, Mich. 

Storer, J. B., Lt. 29th O. V Akron, Ohio. ' 

Stoughton, Chas. B., Bvt. Brig. Gen. 4th Vt. V.New York City. 

Shepherd, J. Henry, 1st N. Y. Cav New York City. 

Stevens, J. H., Bvt. Lt. Col do. 

Stickney, H. G., Surg. 3d R. L H'vy Art'y . .Springfield, Mass. 

Tyler, Robert O., Bvt. Maj. Gen. Art'y. Res. . .Washington, D. C. 
Talbot, S. C.,Lt. Col. Me. V New York City. 
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Tibbettfl, William B., Bvt. Maj. Gen. Troy, N. Y. 

Tucker, L. X.. Bvt. Maj. 18th Mass. V Boston, Mass. 

Tremaine, H. E., Bvt. Brig:. <^en- & A. D. C. .New York City. 
Truesdell, 8amu«l. Bvt. Lt. Col. 05tli N. Y. V. do. 

Toflfej, J. J., Lt Col 33d N. J. V Hadson Citj, N. J. 

Tompkins. 0«»CAr, Capt. 4th X. Y. Cav Xew York CMty. 

Tailof, Ivan. Major, Goth X. Y. V do. 

Torbert, A. T. A.. Bvt. Maj. Gen Havana, Cuba. 

Thompson, Clifford, Maj. 1st X. Y. Cav Xew York City. 

Tower, Lawrence, Capt. 7th Md. V do. 

Tompkins, Chas. H., Col. & Bvt. Brig. Gen. 

1st R. I. Art'y Baltimore, Md. 

Thomas, H. S., Col. 1st Pa. Cav : .Westchester, Pa. 

Tyler, Casper W., Lt. Col. 14l8t Pa. V Meadville, Pa. 

Todd, Louis H., 2d Lt. 100th X. Y. V Xew York City. 

Tuft, R. H.. Asst. Surg. Ist Pa. Cav Elkton, Md. 

Tyndale, Hector, Bvt. Brig. Gen. 28th Pa. V.Philadelphia, Pa. 

Taylor, W. M., Maj. 8th III. Cav Ottawa, III. 

Thompson, Chas. W., Ist Lt. 39th Mass. V. .Boston, .Mass. 

Tobias, Joseph F., Major Philadelphia, Pa. 

Tyler, RockweH, CI. 56th X. Y. V Cochecton. N. Y. 

Tumbull, Charles X., Col. Enpr Bo:<ton, Mass. 

Taylor, Herbert E., Sergt. 4th Vt. V Brattleboro, Vt. 

Thomas, Benj., 1st Lt. & Q. M.4th Mass. Cav. Waltham, Mass. 
Treichel, Chas., Maj. & Bvt. Lt. Col. 3d Pa. 

Cav Xew York City. 

Tevis, Edwin L., Ist Lt. 6th Pa. Cav Philadelphia, Pa. 

Tobie, Edward P., Jr., Lt. 1st Me. Cav Providence, R. I. 

Tilton, W. S., C.>1. & Bvt. Brig. Gen. 22d 

Mass. V Augusta, Me. 

Thompson, G. J., Capt. 2d Mass. V. Jamaica Plains, Mass. 

Tracey, A. S., Col. 2d Vt. V Middleboro, Vt. 

Twichell G. B Keene, X. H. 

Talbot, B. F., Bvt. Maj. &. C. S. Art'y Res. . . Boston, Mass. 

Tyler, E. B., Maj. Gen Baltimore, Md. 

Taintor, Henry E., Lt. Ist Conn. H'y. Art'y. .Hartford, Conn. 

Underwood, A. B., Bvt. Maj. Gen Boston, Mass. 

Upton, Emory, Bvt. Maj. Gen West Point, X. Y. 

Van Alen, J. H.,- Brijr. Gen Xew York City. 

Vanderlip, W. L., Bvt. Maj. 44th X. Y. V. .. Washington, D. C. 

Varney, George, Col. 2d Me. V Bangor, Me. 

Van Houten. W. B., Adjt. 124th X. Y. V. . . .Xew York City. 
Vander Weyder, Henry, Bvt. Maj. & A. D. C. 

65th X. Y. V do. 

Van Wyck. J. H., Capt. 162d X. Y. V do. 

Van Blarcom, L., Capt. loth X. J. V Xewton, N. J. 
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Van Vliet, S., Bvt. Maj. Geo. & A. Q. M Wasliington, D. C. 

Von Shirach, F. C, Capt 

Von Slyck, D. B., Surjr. 12l8t N. Y. V Burlington, N. J. 

Vallee, F., Lt. Col. 82d Pa. V Philadelphia, Pa. 

Vaujfhn, Benjamin, let Lt. Hist Mass. V .Boston, Mass. 

Veazey, W. G., Col. 16th Vt. V Rutland, Vt. 

Vinton, W. G., Capt. 2d Mich. V Detroit, Mich. 

Vignos, August, Maj. 107th Ohio V Canton, Ohio. 

Von Stein wehr. A., Bri^. Gen New Haven, Conn. 

Van Rensselaer, G. W., Sergt. 4th N. J. Bat. Cleveland, Ohio. 

Wainwright, C. S., Bvt. Brig. Gen Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

Wilbur, R. H., Lt. Col. 102d N. Y. V New Lebanon, N. Y. 

Wilson, Thomas, Bvt. Brig. Gen. & C. S San Francisco, Cal. 

Wright, Horatio D., Maj. Gen New York City. 

Webb, Frank, Capt. 40th N. Y. V do. 

Wands, A. H., Bvt. Lt. Col. 36th U. S. Inf y.Albany, N. Y. 

White, A. L., Capt. 19th Mo. V New York City. 

Williams, H. C, Capt. 6l8t N. Y. V do. 

Wood, Charles B., Bvt. Maj. 124th N. Y. V. .Port Jervis, N. Y. 

Wood, James, Bvt. Maj. Gen Geneseo, N. Y. 

Woods, Anthony S., Maj. lOih N. Y. V New York City. 

Wilson, W. L., Adjt. 142d Pa. V. Plymouth. Pa. 

Walmsley, R. G., Capt. 1st N. Y. V New York City. 

Wells, C. A.. Lt. Col. 29th N. Y. V Middletown, N. Y. 

Woodall, Daniel, Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ist Del. V.. Wilmington, Del. 
Wood, Charles S.,Bvt. Lt. Col. 66lh N. Y.V.New York City. 

Woodward, George, Capt. 40th N. Y. V do. 

Wilson, Richard J., Lt. 24th N. J. V New Hampton. N. Y. 

Warner. George W., Maj. 170th N. Y. V. . . .New York City. 

Webb, Alexander S., Bvt. Maj. Gen, do. 

Wright, Edward H., Col. & A. D. C Newark, N. J. 

Wright, David F„ Bvt. Maj. 51st N. Y. V. . .Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Weeks, Henry A., Col. 12th N. Y. V New York City. 

Walker, T. W., Capt. & Bvt. Maj Vineland, N. J. 

Weir, H. C, Bvt. Lt. Col. & A. A. G Sugar Loaf, N. Y. 

Whitehead, G. Irvine, 1st Lt. 0th Pa. Cav. . .New York City. 

Wood. George, Capt. 23d Pa. V Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ward, J. H. Hobart, Brig. Gen New York City. 

Watson, Robert S., Capt. 38th N. Y. V do. 

Witherell. J. M., Lt. Col. 82d Pa. V Pottsville, Pa. 

Wight, James A., Ist Sergt. 12th N. Y. V. . . New York City. 

Walcott, W. H., Bvt. Col Lonsdale, R. I. 

Wessells, H. W., Brig. Gen Newport Barracks, Ky. 

Wagner, Henry, Capt. 11th U. S. Infy Bremond, Texas. 

Whittemore, E. M., Capt. 17th U. S. Infy. .Washington, D. C. 
Walters, A. H., Capt. & Bvt. Maj. 118th Pa.V.Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Wilej, D. D., Bvt. Brig. Gen. & C. S Worcester, MasP. 

Waters, W. E., Asst. Sur^f. U. S. A Fort Adams, R. I. 

Wilson, Charles Irving, Bvt. Maj. & Capt New York Citj. 

Ward, William, Lt. Col. 8tb N. J. V Newark, N. J. 

Wbittaker, E. W., Bvt. Brig. Gea. 1st Conn. 

Cav Hartford, Conn. 

Williams, A. S., Maj. Gen , Detroit, Mich. 

Wickersham, C. J., Lt. Col. 8th Pa. Cav Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wilson, W. P., Major Westchester, Pa. 

Warren, L. H.,Gen Philadelphia, Pa. 

Woodford, S. L., Bvt. Brig. Gen Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Wildrick, A. C, Lt. Col 

Wolfe, J. A., Surg. 29th Pa. V Baltimore, Md. 

Wagner, Louis E., Bvr. Brig. Gen. 88th Pa. V.Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wright, Samuel J., Capt. & A. Q. M do. 

Winsor, Henry, Jr., Capt. 6th Penn. Cav Boston, Mass. 

Whittier, C. A., Bvt. Brig. Gen do. 

Whittemore, Ciias. P. , Capt. Bvt. Maj do. 

Wells, William, Brig. Gen. V Burlington, Vt. 

Wellington, E. W., Capt. 2d Mass. Cav Worcester, Mass. 

Wilcox, C. W., Lt. 9th N. H. V Milford, Mass. 

Waldron, Geo. M., Capt. 33d Mass. V Worcester, Mass. 

White, Julius, Bvt. Maj. Gen Chicago, 111. 

Wilcox, J. F., Capt. 14th V. R. C. Ravenna, Ohio. 

Wade, James F., Maj. 9th U. S. Cav Washington, D. C. 

Wilkins, W. B., 148th Pa. V Clarkesville, Pa. 

Wilkins, Wm. D., Bvt. Lt. Col. A. A. G Detroit, Mich. 

Wight, E. B. , Maj. 24th Mich. V do. 

Withington. W. H., Col. 17th Mich. V Jackson, Mich. 

Waldron, Fred. H., 1st Conn. Art'y New Haven, Conn. 

Wright, Dexter R., Col. 15th Conn. V do. 

Walker, Francis A., Bvt. Brig. Gen New Haven, Conn. 

Weller, J. C, 8th Mass. V Pittsfield, Mass. 

Whittaker, Frederic, Bvt. Capt. 6th N. Y. 

Cav Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

White, Nelson L., Lt. Col. 1st Conn. Art'y.. .Danbury, Conn. 

Yardley, Eldridge T., Maj. 4th Del. V New York City. 

Young, P. F., Capt. 107th Ohio V Painesville, Ohio. 

Yohn, Henry J.. Sergt. 1st U. S. Cav Philadelphia, Pa. 

Yorke, L. E., Private 7l8t N. Y. V Cincinnati, O. 

Young, Henry F., Capt. 26th Pa. V Newark, N. J. 

Zeigler, G. H., 1st Lt. . .• Washington, D. C. 

Zulicli, Samuel M., Brig. Gen Philadelphia, Pa. 

Zinn, Geo., Bvt. Brig. Gen. 57th Pa. V do. 

Zalinski, E. L Boston, Mass. 
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